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Friday September 27, 2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Sept. 30  Tuesday, Oct. 1 Wednesday, Oct. 2  Thursday, Oct. 3 Friday, Oct.4 

Orange Shirt Day 
 
Scholarship Workshop 
for Post-Secondary 
Education @ Lunch in 
the Library 

Lockdown Drill Applewood Apple Farm 
Trip 
 
Biology Zoo Trip 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

School Council 
Thank you to the families who came out to our School Council meeting on September 23.  All meeting minutes can be 
found on the school website .   Our next meeting will be on November 18th at 7:00 in the library or you can join virtually 
through Google Meet . 
 

School Photos 
Any student who has not yet had a photo taken for their student card/ yearbook should have one done on Monday, 
October 7.  Students will be called down alphabetically by last name.  Please listen for your alpha call. 
 

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and Orange Shirt Day 
At the end of September, we recognize National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and Orange Shirt Day. On this date, we 
commemorate the harm done to Indigenous peoples by the residential school system. We pause to honour the victims 
and survivors, and we reflect on the Truth and Reconciliation calls to action.  
  

Georgina Island First Nation Pow Wow, September 28-29 
One of the many actions we can take toward truth and reconciliation is attending events such as pow wows. 
  
Georgina Island First Nation is our closest Indigenous partner and our partner in education. It is our great honour and 
privilege to again host the Georgina Island First Nation Pow Wow at Sutton D.H.S on September 28-29.  
  
Pow wows are gatherings and celebrations of culture. We were so pleased to see so many staff and families from the 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/SchoolCouncil/Pages/Minutes.aspx
https://meet.google.com/xkn-anke-hsn
https://nctr.ca/records/reports/#trc-reports
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/chippewas-georgina-island-first-nation-pow-wow


 

school board attending over the past few years. Visitors are welcome to attend and should familiarize themselves with 
pow wow protocols to ensure you are being respectful. It’s a wonderful opportunity for celebration, learning and 
developing and enhancing relationships.  
 

Parent Teacher Interviews – Oct 24th 6:30-8:30 
In advance of Parent’s Night, please use the following  link for instructions on how to set up the Parent Portal Teach 
Assist account. 
 

October is Islamic Heritage Month 
The Government of Canada declared the month of October as Canadian Islamic History Month in 2007. In 2016, 
Ontario passed the Islamic Heritage Month Act to recognize, celebrate and affirm the significant contributions that 
Muslims continue to make as part of the vibrant social, economic, political and cultural fabric of this province. 
 
This year’s Islamic Heritage Month (IHM) theme is Health and Healing. For more information about IHM’s theme visit: 
https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/  
 

October is Latin American Heritage Month 
October is Latin American Heritage Month. As proclaimed by the Government of Canada, October is a month to 
recognize and celebrate the significant contributions of the Latin American community to the social, economic and 
political fabric of the nation.  
Latin American heritage and identities are vast, diverse and intersectional. People with Latin heritage and of the 
diaspora may come from Spain, Mexico, Central and South America, and the Caribbean. 
 

October is Women’s History Month 
In 1992, the Government of Canada proclaimed October as Women’s History Month. This is a month dedicated to 
honour and recognize girls and women of the past, present and future who work collectively to create inclusive and 
equitable environments.  
The theme of Women’s History Month is: Through Her Lens: Celebrating the Diversity of Women. The theme focuses on 
engaging in the diverse perspectives, experiences and barriers of women from diverse backgrounds and social identities 
including Indigenous women from 2SLGBTQI+ communities; women with disabilities; and newcomer, racialized, and 
migrant women. For more information about this month’s theme visit the government website. 
 

School Start-Up Forms 
Parents/guardians received an email from YRDSB Update with important school start-up forms to complete. 

 It is important that these forms are completed as soon as possible at the start of the school year as they contain 

important information and permissions.  Please click here for the  forms.  
Attendance 

 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/chippewas-georgina-island-first-nation-pow-wow
https://ta.yrdsb.ca/resources/teachassistParentPortal-ParentTeacherInterviews.pdf
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-41/session-2/bill-23
https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-equality/commemorations-celebrations/womens-history-month/2023-theme.html
https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca


 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Oct. 15:           Accelerated OYAP and Apprenticeship Information Night Virtual Meet 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
★ Oct. 15:           College Applications Workshop @ Lunch in the Library📋 
★ Oct. 16:           University Applications Workshop @ Lunch in the Library📋 
★ Oct. 17: Ontario College Fair Field Trip @ Enercare Centre🎉 
★ Oct. 20: Study and Go Abroad Fair @ Metro Toronto Convention Centre✈ 
★ Oct. 24:           Niagara College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall 🏫 
★ Nov. 5:            Georgian College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 7:  SDSS Post-Secondary Fair🌟6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
★ Nov. 13: Trent University Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 

 
 

SDSS Post-Secondary Fair: 
 

On Tuesday November 7, Stouffville DSS will be hosting a post-secondary fair where over 30 institutions will be 
coming. The fair begins at 6:30 p.m. with panel sessions where the various colleges, universities, and trade 
representatives will share important information. The next session is from 8:15 - 9:00 p.m. where booths will be set 
up in the gym and representatives will provide materials and answer any questions you may have. Come by and 
check it out! 
 

Accelerated OYAP and Apprenticeship Information Night 
 
You should attend this information night if: 

● you are a Grade 12 student who is planning on entering the Skilled Trades; 
● you are a Grade 10 or 11 student who would like more information on this program to better prepare for this 

pathway; 
● you are the parent/guardian of a grade 9-12 student who is considering a career in the skilled trades. 

OCAS/OAUC OEN and MIDENT Distribution for Graduating Students: 
 
For the 2024-2025 school year, students applying to post-secondary school through OCAS and/or OUAC will be 
provided their OEN and MIDENT (BSID) through a secure centrally facilitated process (via ITS) to their GAPPS 
email. During the week of October 15, Grade 11 and 12 students will receive their information via GAPPS email; this 
will ensure a secure transfer of the information needed to complete the post-secondary application process. Please 
keep an eye out for this email as students will need this information to be able to apply to college or university. 

 
Course Change Requests: 

 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  

Dual Credit: 
 
Semester 2 Dual Credit courses will open in November. If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a 

https://yrdsb.cc/OYAP-OpenHouse
https://ontariocollegefair.ca/
https://www.studyandgoabroad.com/toronto/
https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca


 

College AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 
 

Mental Health Supports: 
 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oct. 4, 2024 
 

 
 
 

https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca


 

 

  
 

Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Dawn Laliberte, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  
Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday October 4, 2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Oct. 7 Tuesday, Oct. 8 Wednesday, Oct.9 Thursday, Oct. 10 Friday, Oct 11 

Photo Retake Day 
 
 
 
 

 SHSM Tree Top 
Trekking 
 
Pickup basketball in the 
gym during lunch 
 
SHSM Info Session P4 
in Library (30 mins) 

  

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx


 

 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews – Oct 24th 6:30-8:30 

In advance of Parent’s Night, please use the following  link for instructions on how to set up the Parent Portal Teach 

Assist account. 

 

Kernel's Popcorn - Semi-Formal Fundraiser 

Student Council is having a Kernel's Popcorn Fundraiser to raise money for semi-formal. For $3.00, students will receive 
a foil poly bag with approximately 2.5 cups of popcorn (heat sealed for long time freshness - 6-10 weeks).  There are six 

https://ta.yrdsb.ca/resources/teachassistParentPortal-ParentTeacherInterviews.pdf


 

(6) lightly seasoned flavours.  
 ●     Buttersalt 
●     Salt & Vinegar 
●     White Cheddar 
●     Dill Pickle 
●     Ketchup 
●     Low Fat Caramel 
You can place an order on School Cash Net.  Popcorn will be distributed on October 31st. 
 

October is Islamic Heritage Month 
The Government of Canada declared the month of October as Canadian Islamic History Month in 2007. In 2016, 

Ontario passed the Islamic Heritage Month Act to recognize, celebrate and affirm the significant contributions that 

Muslims continue to make as part of the vibrant social, economic, political and cultural fabric of this province. 

 
This year’s Islamic Heritage Month (IHM) theme is Health and Healing. For more information about IHM’s theme visit: 

https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/  

 

October is Latin American Heritage Month 
October is Latin American Heritage Month. As proclaimed by the Government of Canada, October is a month to 

recognize and celebrate the significant contributions of the Latin American community to the social, economic and 

political fabric of the nation.  

Latin American heritage and identities are vast, diverse and intersectional. People with Latin heritage and of the 

diaspora may come from Spain, Mexico, Central and South America, and the Caribbean. 

 

October is Women’s History Month 
In 1992, the Government of Canada proclaimed October as Women’s History Month. This is a month dedicated to 

honour and recognize girls and women of the past, present and future who work collectively to create inclusive and 

equitable environments.  

The theme of Women’s History Month is: Through Her Lens: Celebrating the Diversity of Women. The theme focuses on 

engaging in the diverse perspectives, experiences and barriers of women from diverse backgrounds and social identities 

including Indigenous women from 2SLGBTQI+ communities; women with disabilities; and newcomer, racialized, and 

migrant women. For more information about this month’s theme visit the government website. 

 

School Start-Up Forms 
Parents/guardians received an email from YRDSB Update with important school start-up forms to complete. 

 It is important that these forms are completed as soon as possible at the start of the school year as they contain 

important information and permissions.  Please click here for the  forms.  

 
Attendance 

 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-41/session-2/bill-23
https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-equality/commemorations-celebrations/womens-history-month/2023-theme.html
https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/


 

designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Course Change Requests: 
 
Counsellor appointments are now available and can be booked on Teach Assist. If you have any questions or want to 
change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 

*Please note, students can no longer be added to Semester 1 courses* 
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Sep. 30: Scholarship Workshop for Post-Secondary Education @ Lunch in the Library🏆 
★ Oct. 7 – 11:  Grade 9 Visits during Period 4 Classes 🎉 
★ Oct. 15:           Accelerated OYAP and Apprenticeship Information Night 
★ Oct. 15:           College Applications Workshop @ Lunch in the Library📋 
★ Oct. 16:           University Applications Workshop @ Lunch in the Library📋 
★ Oct. 24:           Niagara College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall 🏫 
★ Nov 5:           Georgian College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov 7:  SDSS Post-Secondary Fair🌟 

 
Dual Credit: 

 
Dual Credit is now closed for Semester 1. Semester 2 Dual Credit courses will open in November.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 

mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
https://yrdsb.cc/OYAP-OpenHouse
https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca


 

Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 
Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Oct. 11, 2024 
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Friday October 11, 2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Oct 14 Tuesday, Oct 15 Wednesday, Oct 16 Thursday, Oct 17 Friday, Oct 18 

Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 

Elementary Music Jump 
Start Night 

 Enercare Centre 
Exhibition Place Trip 
 
Fire Drill  
 
Fall Awards Celebration 
Grade 9s (from last year). 
6:00 - 7:00 
Grade 10-11s (from last 
year) 7:30  - 8:30) 

 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 
 

 

Important Back-to-School Reminders 
 
As we finish the first few weeks of school, we want to share a few important reminders and updates. 
 
Contact Information:  We ask families to ensure the school office has the most up-to-date contact information. This is 
important in case of emergencies and to ensure you receive important school communications. If your contact 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx


 

information has changed, please contact the school office. This includes phone numbers, addresses and email addresses. 
 
School Start-Up Forms:  Parents/guardians received an email from YRDSB Update with a link to school start-up forms. 
These forms must be completed as soon as possible at the start of the school year as they contain information and 
permissions.  The forms can be found at https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/ . Translated versions are also available. Tips are 
available on the Board website if you need additional information on how to log in to the Student GAPPS account to 
complete the forms. Please note: 
● You must sign in to your child’s student GAPPS account to complete the form. 
● You must complete a separate form for each child attending school. Please ensure you log out of one student account 
before logging into another. You will not be able to submit the form twice logged into the same student account. 
● If you prefer to complete the forms on paper or have questions about the information in the forms, please contact the 
school office. 
● Secondary school students can complete the secondary school student form at https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/students 
. They will also receive the link in their student GAPPS account. Elementary school students do not need to complete 
these student forms. 
 
Board Website:  Helpful information can be found on the YRDSB website at www.yrdsb.ca. A translation tool at the top 
of each page can translate content into over 80 languages. On the website, you can find information about board 
programs and student supports, as well as online tools for students, community supports and family resources such as 
translation information and the Guide to the School Year. 

Family Dashboard 

York Region District School Board is looking forward to launching a family portal later this year. The portal will make it 
easier for you to access information about your child’s education in a secure and accessible way. To access the portal, it will 
be essential that the school has an updated email address for you. Please contact the school office if you need to update 
your email address. We look forward to sharing more information about this initiative with you soon. 

In this first phase, the dashboard will include: 

● parent/guardian authentication 
● secure access to report card links   
● links to useful information for parents/guardians  

2025 Prime Minister's Awards Guidelines 
The Prime Minister's Awards for Teaching Excellence:  These awards honour outstanding and innovative elementary and 

secondary school teachers in all disciplines for their remarkable educational achievements and for their commitment to 
preparing youth for a digital and innovation‑based economy. 

The Prime Minister's Awards for Teaching Excellence in STEM:  These awards recognize inspirational Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) teachers at the elementary or secondary school level who keep students engaged in 
STEM learning and who help develop the culture of innovation that Canada needs today, and in the future. 

Start the process today by downloading a nomination form.  Nominations for the 2025 Prime Minister's Awards must be 
submitted to the Prime Minister's Awards office by January 15, 2025 (11:59 PM Pacific standard time).  Here is the full 

https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/
https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/students
https://pmate-ppmee.ised-isde.canada.ca/site/pm-awards-teaching-excellence-stem/en/nominate-teacher#toc-51


 

list of eligibility criteria 

If you have any questions or encounter any issues during the nomination process, please contact the Prime Ministers 
Awards by: 

● Email: primeministersawards-prixdupremierministre@ised-isde.gc.ca  

● Visiting the Contact Us page on our website 

Parent Teacher Interviews – Oct 24th 6:30-8:30 

In advance of Parent’s Night, please use the following  link for instructions on how to set up the Parent Portal Teach 

Assist account. 

 

Kernel's Popcorn - Semi-Formal Fundraiser 

Student Council is having a Kernel's Popcorn Fundraiser to raise money for semi-formal. For $3.00, students will receive 

a foil poly bag with approximately 2.5 cups of popcorn (heat sealed for long time freshness - 6-10 weeks).  There are six 

(6) lightly seasoned flavours.  

 ●     Buttersalt 

●     Salt & Vinegar 

●     White Cheddar 

●     Dill Pickle 

●     Ketchup 

●     Low Fat Caramel 

You can place an order on School Cash Net.  Popcorn will be distributed on October 31st. 

 

October is Islamic Heritage Month 
The Government of Canada declared the month of October as Canadian Islamic History Month in 2007. In 2016, 

Ontario passed the Islamic Heritage Month Act to recognize, celebrate and affirm the significant contributions that 

Muslims continue to make as part of the vibrant social, economic, political and cultural fabric of this province. 

 
This year’s Islamic Heritage Month (IHM) theme is Health and Healing. For more information about IHM’s theme visit: 

https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/  

 

October is Latin American Heritage Month 
October is Latin American Heritage Month. As proclaimed by the Government of Canada, October is a month to 

recognize and celebrate the significant contributions of the Latin American community to the social, economic and 

political fabric of the nation.  

Latin American heritage and identities are vast, diverse and intersectional. People with Latin heritage and of the 

diaspora may come from Spain, Mexico, Central and South America, and the Caribbean. 

 

https://pmate-ppmee.ised-isde.canada.ca/site/pm-awards-teaching-excellence-stem/en/nominate-teacher#toc-02
mailto:primeministersawards-prixdupremierministre@ised-isde.gc.ca
https://pmate-ppmee.ised-isde.canada.ca/site/pm-awards-teaching-excellence-stem/en/contact-us
https://ta.yrdsb.ca/resources/teachassistParentPortal-ParentTeacherInterviews.pdf
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-41/session-2/bill-23
https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/


 

October is Women’s History Month 
In 1992, the Government of Canada proclaimed October as Women’s History Month. This is a month dedicated to 

honour and recognize girls and women of the past, present and future who work collectively to create inclusive and 

equitable environments.  

The theme of Women’s History Month is: Through Her Lens: Celebrating the Diversity of Women. The theme focuses on 

engaging in the diverse perspectives, experiences and barriers of women from diverse backgrounds and social identities 

including Indigenous women from 2SLGBTQI+ communities; women with disabilities; and newcomer, racialized, and 

migrant women. For more information about this month’s theme visit the government website. 

 

Attendance 

 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Oct. 15:           Accelerated OYAP and Apprenticeship Information Night Virtual Meet 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
★ Oct. 15:           College Applications Workshop @ Lunch in the Library📋 
★ Oct. 16:           University Applications Workshop @ Lunch in the Library📋 
★ Oct. 17: Ontario College Fair Field Trip @ Enercare Centre🎉 
★ Oct. 20: Study and Go Abroad Fair @ Metro Toronto Convention Centre✈ 
★ Oct. 24:           Niagara College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall 🏫 
★ Nov. 5:            Georgian College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 7:  SDSS Post-Secondary Fair🌟6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
★ Nov. 13: Trent University Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 

 
 

SDSS Post-Secondary Fair: 
 

On Tuesday November 7, Stouffville DSS will be hosting a post-secondary fair where over 30 institutions will be 
coming. The fair begins at 6:30 p.m. with panel sessions where the various colleges, universities, and trade 
representatives will share important information. The next session is from 8:15 - 9:00 p.m. where booths will be set 
up in the gym and representatives will provide materials and answer any questions you may have. Come by and 
check it out! 
 

Accelerated OYAP and Apprenticeship Information Night 
 
You should attend this information night if: 

● you are a Grade 12 student who is planning on entering the Skilled Trades; 
● you are a Grade 10 or 11 student who would like more information on this program to better prepare for this 

pathway; 

https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-equality/commemorations-celebrations/womens-history-month/2023-theme.html
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://yrdsb.cc/OYAP-OpenHouse
https://ontariocollegefair.ca/
https://www.studyandgoabroad.com/toronto/


 

● you are the parent/guardian of a grade 9-12 student who is considering a career in the skilled trades. 

OCAS/OAUC OEN and MIDENT Distribution for Graduating Students: 
 
For the 2024-2025 school year, students applying to post-secondary school through OCAS and/or OUAC will be 
provided their OEN and MIDENT (BSID) through a secure centrally facilitated process (via ITS) to their GAPPS 
email. During the week of October 15, Grade 11 and 12 students will receive their information via GAPPS email; this 
will ensure a secure transfer of the information needed to complete the post-secondary application process. Please 
keep an eye out for this email as students will need this information to be able to apply to college or university. 

 
Course Change Requests: 

 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  

Dual Credit: 
 
Semester 2 Dual Credit courses will open in November. If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a 
College AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 
 

Mental Health Supports: 
 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance        
 
 
 

Oct. 18, 2024 
 

https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
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Friday October 18, 2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Oct 21st Tuesday, Oct 22nd  Wednesday, Oct 23rd  Thursday, Oct 24th  Friday, Oct 25th  

 
PA Day 

Public Library Visit 
 

SHSM South Lake Field 
Trip 

Parent Teacher 
Interviews (6:30 - 8:30) 

 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews – Oct 24th 6:30-8:30 

In advance of Parent’s Night, please use the following  link for instructions on how to set up the Parent Portal Teach 

Assist account. 

 
 

Semi Formal 
Our Royal Winter Ball is on November 27th from 5:30pm to 10:00pm at the angus Glen Golf Club.  Tickets can be 
purchased  on School Cash Online https://schoolcashonline.com/until November 8th for $70.00.  Guest forms for 
students from other schools are available in the main office. 
 

Updates to Student Use of Personal Mobile Devices in Schools 
 
Students must now store their mobile device out of view, and power off or set to silent mode during instructional/class 
time. As you may know, in 2024, the Ontario Ministry of Education introduced a directive modifying the use of personal 
mobile devices in classrooms. YRDSB already has Policy and Procedure 194.0 - Appropriate Use of Technology and 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://ta.yrdsb.ca/resources/teachassistParentPortal-ParentTeacherInterviews.pdf
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP194-AppropriateUseOfTechnology


 

many measures around personal mobile devices in place. The changes you may see will bring alignment with the new 
Ministry Directive. The following expectations for students’ use of personal mobile devices are outlined in the revised 
Provincial Code of Conduct (PPM 128), and the York Region District School Board’s Policy #668 Caring and Safe 
Schools.  
 
A personal mobile device is any personal electronic device that can be used to communicate or access the internet, such 
as a laptop, cellphone, tablet or smart watch. 
 
Expectations 
 
Students are responsible for their personal mobile device, how they use it and the consequences of not following the 
provincial or school board policy.  
 
Students’ personal mobile devices must be stored out of view and powered off or set to silent mode, except under the 
circumstances outlined below: 

○ for educational purposes, as directed by an educator 
○ for health and medical purposes 
○ to support special education needs 

 
Students in secondary school can bring a personal mobile device to school, but will be able to  
use it only during non-instructional time.  
 
New Practices at School  
 
If an educator sees a personal mobile device that is not stored out of view and powered off or set to silent mode, even 
after staff reminders, the student may be required to place their personal mobile device in a storage area in a location 
designated by the educator for the class or period. 
 
Your child may face consequences if they use their personal mobile device inappropriately. Progressive discipline may 
apply and families may be notified. 
 
Resources: 
 
Families play an important role in teaching children about finding a healthy balance in using technology. You may wish to 
access the following resources: 

● Media Smarts - Four Tips for Managing Your Kids’ Screen Time 
● School Mental Health Ontario - Helping Your Child Manage Digital Technology 
● Centre for Addiction and Mental Health - Problem Gambling and Technology Use Treatment Services  

 
For additional information regarding Policy/Program (PPM) 128, please visit the Ministry of Education’s Cellphones and 
other mobile devices in schools site or the York Region District School Board’s website. 
 
 

Take Your Kids To Work Day 
 
“Take Our Kids to Work” (TOKW) is an initiative that provides Grade 9 students with the opportunity to OBSERVE a 
work environment for one day. This program will support students to begin planning their future career path by helping 
them better understand the world of work.  
 
On Wednesday November 6, 2024, Grade 9 students will have an opportunity to spend the day at a workplace of a 
parent/guardian, relative or family friend. There will be no formal instruction/lessons for Grade 9 students on November 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-128
https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-128#foot-19
https://mediasmarts.ca/four-tips-managing-your-kids%E2%80%99-screen-time
https://smho-smso.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Info-sheet-helping-your-child-manage-digital-technology.pdf
https://www.camh.ca/en/your-care/programs-and-services/problem-gambling--technology-use-treatment
https://www.ontario.ca/page/cellphones-and-other-mobile-devices-schools
https://www.ontario.ca/page/cellphones-and-other-mobile-devices-schools


 

6th.  Grade 9 students have the choice of attending a workplace to observe, or stay home and complete activities linked 
below. 
 
Parents/guardians are asked to go to School Cash Online to check-off the option that reflects the plans for their Grade 9 
child/ward on "Take Our Kids to Work Day" 
     
For students who cannot find a job shadow placement there is an asynchronous career exploration activity to be 
completed at home. Students/families must register for these online activities at 
https://studentscommission.ca/events/tokw2024/.  All grade 9 students will receive an email in their GAPPS account 
with the required work to complete for November 6. 
 
Parents/guardians are asked to complete this form on School Cash Online https://schoolcashonline.com/  by Friday 
October 25, 2024 . 

Family Dashboard  

We are pleased to introduce the YRDSB family portal called the Family Dashboard. The dashboard will give you secure 
one-stop access to information and applications related to your child’s education. It is designed to make it easier for 
families to engage with their child’s education.  
 
In this first phase, the dashboard will include secure access to report cards and links to useful information for 
parents/guardians.   
 
By the end of October, you will receive an email from YRDSB Update inviting you to register for the dashboard. Please 
ensure your school office has your up-to-date email address to ensure you receive the invitation. We also encourage 
parents/guardians to have individual email addresses to access the Family Dashboard, rather than one shared email 
address.   
 
Please note, you can still request a printed copy of your child’s report card if you prefer by contacting your child’s school.  

For additional support and frequently asked questions, please visit the Board website.  We will continue to update 

information on this page.  A temporary call centre will be available to support families in setting up their accounts.  
 

Understanding and Navigating the Education System-Families of YRDSB Black 
Students Monthly Information Session 

Please see attached flyer 

Important Back-to-School Reminders 

 
As we finish the first few weeks of school, we want to share a few important reminders and updates. 

 

Contact Information:  We ask families to ensure the school office has the most up-to-date contact information. This is 

important in case of emergencies and to ensure you receive important school communications. If your contact 

information has changed, please contact the school office. This includes phone numbers, addresses and email addresses. 

 

https://studentscommission.ca/events/tokw2024/
https://schoolcashonline.com/
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/node/4373
https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Program%20Flyers/CBSE-Black-Families-Info-Session-Flyer.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=tcFgOp
https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Program%20Flyers/CBSE-Black-Families-Info-Session-Flyer.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=tcFgOp


 

School Start-Up Forms:  Parents/guardians received an email from YRDSB Update with a link to school start-up forms. 

These forms must be completed as soon as possible at the start of the school year as they contain information and 

permissions.  The forms can be found at https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/ . Translated versions are also available. Tips are 

available on the Board website if you need additional information on how to log in to the Student GAPPS account to 

complete the forms. Please note: 

● You must sign in to your child’s student GAPPS account to complete the form. 

● You must complete a separate form for each child attending school. Please ensure you log out of one student account 

before logging into another. You will not be able to submit the form twice logged into the same student account. 

● If you prefer to complete the forms on paper or have questions about the information in the forms, please contact the 

school office. 

● Secondary school students can complete the secondary school student form at https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/students 

. They will also receive the link in their student GAPPS account. Elementary school students do not need to complete 

these student forms. 

 

Board Website:  Helpful information can be found on the YRDSB website at www.yrdsb.ca. A translation tool at the top 

of each page can translate content into over 80 languages. On the website, you can find information about board 

programs and student supports, as well as online tools for students, community supports and family resources such as 

translation information and the Guide to the School Year. 

 

2025 Prime Minister's Awards Guidelines 
The Prime Minister's Awards for Teaching Excellence:  These awards honour outstanding and innovative elementary and 

secondary school teachers in all disciplines for their remarkable educational achievements and for their commitment to 
preparing youth for a digital and innovation‑based economy. 

The Prime Minister's Awards for Teaching Excellence in STEM:  These awards recognize inspirational Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) teachers at the elementary or secondary school level who keep students engaged in 
STEM learning and who help develop the culture of innovation that Canada needs today, and in the future. 

Start the process today by downloading a nomination form.  Nominations for the 2025 Prime Minister's Awards must be 
submitted to the Prime Minister's Awards office by January 15, 2025 (11:59 PM Pacific standard time).  Here is the full 
list of eligibility criteria 

If you have any questions or encounter any issues during the nomination process, please contact the Prime Ministers 
Awards by: 

● Email: primeministersawards-prixdupremierministre@ised-isde.gc.ca  

● Visiting the Contact Us page on our website 

October is Islamic Heritage Month 

https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/
https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/students
https://pmate-ppmee.ised-isde.canada.ca/site/pm-awards-teaching-excellence-stem/en/nominate-teacher#toc-51
https://pmate-ppmee.ised-isde.canada.ca/site/pm-awards-teaching-excellence-stem/en/nominate-teacher#toc-02
mailto:primeministersawards-prixdupremierministre@ised-isde.gc.ca
https://pmate-ppmee.ised-isde.canada.ca/site/pm-awards-teaching-excellence-stem/en/contact-us


 

The Government of Canada declared the month of October as Canadian Islamic History Month in 2007. In 2016, 

Ontario passed the Islamic Heritage Month Act to recognize, celebrate and affirm the significant contributions that 

Muslims continue to make as part of the vibrant social, economic, political and cultural fabric of this province. 

 
This year’s Islamic Heritage Month (IHM) theme is Health and Healing. For more information about IHM’s theme visit: 

https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/  

 

October is Latin American Heritage Month 
October is Latin American Heritage Month. As proclaimed by the Government of Canada, October is a month to 

recognize and celebrate the significant contributions of the Latin American community to the social, economic and 

political fabric of the nation.  

Latin American heritage and identities are vast, diverse and intersectional. People with Latin heritage and of the 

diaspora may come from Spain, Mexico, Central and South America, and the Caribbean. 

 

October is Women’s History Month 
In 1992, the Government of Canada proclaimed October as Women’s History Month. This is a month dedicated to 

honour and recognize girls and women of the past, present and future who work collectively to create inclusive and 

equitable environments.  

The theme of Women’s History Month is: Through Her Lens: Celebrating the Diversity of Women. The theme focuses on 

engaging in the diverse perspectives, experiences and barriers of women from diverse backgrounds and social identities 

including Indigenous women from 2SLGBTQI+ communities; women with disabilities; and newcomer, racialized, and 

migrant women. For more information about this month’s theme visit the government website. 

 

Attendance 

To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Oct. 20: Study and Go Abroad Fair @ Metro Toronto Convention Centre✈ 
★ Oct. 23: Level Up! Skilled Trades Career Fair Field Trip @ Tribute Communities Centre🚌 
★ Oct. 24:           Niagara College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall 🏫 
★ Oct. 29: Lakehead University Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall 🏫 
★ Nov. 5:            Georgian College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 7:  SDSS Post-Secondary Fair🌟6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
★ Nov. 12: Centennial College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 13: Trent University Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 21: University of Windsor Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 

 
 

SDSS Post-Secondary Fair: 
 

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-41/session-2/bill-23
https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-equality/commemorations-celebrations/womens-history-month/2023-theme.html
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://www.studyandgoabroad.com/toronto/


 

On Tuesday November 7, Stouffville DSS will be hosting a post-secondary fair where over 30 institutions will be 
coming. The fair begins at 6:30 p.m. with panel sessions where the various colleges, universities, and trade 
representatives will share important information. The next session is from 8:15 - 9:00 p.m. where booths will be set 
up in the gym and representatives will provide materials and answer any questions you may have. Come by and 
check it out! 
 

OCAS/OAUC OEN and MIDENT Distribution for Graduating Students: 
 
For the 2024-2025 school year, students applying to post-secondary school through OCAS and/or OUAC will be 
provided their OEN and MIDENT (BSID) through a secure centrally facilitated process (via ITS) to their GAPPS 
email. During the week of October 15, Grade 11 and 12 students will receive their information via GAPPS email; this 
will ensure a secure transfer of the information needed to complete the post-secondary application process. Please 
keep an eye out for this email as students will need this information to be able to apply to college or university. 

 
Course Change Requests: 

 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  

Dual Credit: 
 
Semester 2 Dual Credit courses will open in November. If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a 
College AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 
 

Mental Health Supports: 
 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance        
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mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
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http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca
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Friday October 25, 2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Oct 28th  Tuesday, Oct 29th  Wednesday, Oct 30th  Thursday, Oct 31st Friday, Nov 1st  

 
 
 
 
 

 Zoo Trip Popcorn delivery, 
period 1 
 
Halloween Costume 
Contest @ Lunch  

Diwali-Diamond Day 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) 
As per the Ministry of Education students are required to work towards the literacy graduation requirement through 
participating in the OSSLT or the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC).   At this time, the York Region 
District School Board has decided that:  

● Previously eligible Grade 11 and 12s and all grade 10 students will write the OSSLT in November 2023 
● Students who are unsuccessful on the test this Fall will have another opportunity to write in the Spring 
● Students will be supported in preparing through school-wide cross-curricular literacy activities and can also 

access the EQAO’s practice test here.  
● Please mark the dates for the OSSLT at SDSS and avoid scheduling appointments on these dates if your child is 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://d1c1qqn86e6v14.cloudfront.net/#/en/student/osslt-assessment


 

scheduled to write the Literacy Test: Wednesday, November 20th and Thursday, November 21st at 9:20 am. 
 
After School Literacy Program 
 
The Ministry of Education has provided funding for an After School Literacy Program (ASLP) for students to reinforce 
reading and writing skills in preparation for the Ontario Secondary School LIteracy Test (OSSLT). While this is not a 
credit-bearing program, its goal is to build upon the reading and writing skills of students to enhance and support their 
literacy skills.  
 
The ASLP at SDSS consists of 5 90-minute sessions from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm.  
The course will run on the following dates: Oct 30th, Nov 5th, Nov 7th, Nov 12th and Nov 14th. 
 
While receiving additional assistance through the ASLP, your child will continue to receive regular literacy instruction 
from their classroom teachers related to the reading and writing skills required in each course. We believe that this 
program will make a difference in your child’s knowledge and confidence related to literacy. 
 
To register, please read and complete the Student Registration Google Form . 

 
Halloween 

A few important reminders about Halloween for those choosing to dress up or wear black and orange to school on 
October 31: 

● Costumes should be respectful of others. Symbols or objects representative of a person’s race, culture, ethnicity, 
or religious beliefs, should not be worn as another person’s costume, nor should costumes that caricature social 
identities through stereotyping.  Be sensitive to images and media use 

● No Halloween masks are to be worn and students should only use single use make-up (no sharing of make-up) 

● No replica weapons of any kind are allowed  
 

Updates to Student Use of Personal Mobile Devices in Schools 
 
Students must now store their mobile device out of view, and power off or set to silent mode during instructional/class 
time. As you may know, in 2024, the Ontario Ministry of Education introduced a directive modifying the use of personal 
mobile devices in classrooms. YRDSB already has Policy and Procedure 194.0 - Appropriate Use of Technology and 
many measures around personal mobile devices in place. The changes you may see will bring alignment with the new 
Ministry Directive. The following expectations for students’ use of personal mobile devices are outlined in the revised 
Provincial Code of Conduct (PPM 128), and the York Region District School Board’s Policy #668 Caring and Safe 
Schools.  
 
A personal mobile device is any personal electronic device that can be used to communicate or access the internet, such 
as a laptop, cellphone, tablet or smart watch. 
 
Expectations 
 
Students are responsible for their personal mobile device, how they use it and the consequences of not following the 
provincial or school board policy.  
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1vBiLDq4oZZsrACsRciHWDOebh2XHUv-ZKx0ciK-u72Y/edit
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP194-AppropriateUseOfTechnology
https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-128


 

Students’ personal mobile devices must be stored out of view and powered off or set to silent mode, except under the 
circumstances outlined below: 

○ for educational purposes, as directed by an educator 
○ for health and medical purposes 
○ to support special education needs 

Students in secondary school can bring a personal mobile device to school, but will be able to  
use it only during non-instructional time.  
 
New Practices at School  
 
If an educator sees a personal mobile device that is not stored out of view and powered off or set to silent mode, even 
after staff reminders, the student may be required to place their personal mobile device in a storage area in a location 
designated by the educator for the class or period. 
 
Your child may face consequences if they use their personal mobile device inappropriately. Progressive discipline may 
apply and families may be notified. 
 
Resources: 
 
Families play an important role in teaching children about finding a healthy balance in using technology. You may wish to 
access the following resources: 

● Media Smarts - Four Tips for Managing Your Kids’ Screen Time 
● School Mental Health Ontario - Helping Your Child Manage Digital Technology 
● Centre for Addiction and Mental Health - Problem Gambling and Technology Use Treatment Services  

 
For additional information regarding Policy/Program (PPM) 128, please visit the Ministry of Education’s Cellphones and 
other mobile devices in schools site or the York Region District School Board’s website. 
 
 

Take Your Kids To Work Day 
 

“Take Our Kids to Work” (TOKW) is an initiative that provides Grade 9 students with the opportunity to OBSERVE a 

work environment for one day. This program will support students to begin planning their future career path by helping 

them better understand the world of work.  

 

On Wednesday November 6, 2024, Grade 9 students will have an opportunity to spend the day at a workplace of a 

parent/guardian, relative or family friend. There will be no formal instruction/lessons for Grade 9 students on November 

6th.  Grade 9 students have the choice of attending a workplace to observe, or stay home and complete activities linked 

below. 

 

Parents/guardians are asked to go to School Cash Online to check-off the option that reflects the plans for their Grade 9 

child/ward on "Take Our Kids to Work Day" 

     

For students who cannot find a job shadow placement there is an asynchronous career exploration activity to be 

completed at home. Students/families must register for these online activities at 

https://studentscommission.ca/events/tokw2024/.  All grade 9 students will receive an email in their GAPPS account 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-128#foot-19
https://mediasmarts.ca/four-tips-managing-your-kids%E2%80%99-screen-time
https://smho-smso.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Info-sheet-helping-your-child-manage-digital-technology.pdf
https://www.camh.ca/en/your-care/programs-and-services/problem-gambling--technology-use-treatment
https://www.ontario.ca/page/cellphones-and-other-mobile-devices-schools
https://www.ontario.ca/page/cellphones-and-other-mobile-devices-schools
https://studentscommission.ca/events/tokw2024/


 

with the required work to complete for November 6. 

 
Parents/guardians are asked to complete this form on School Cash Online https://schoolcashonline.com/  by Friday 

October 25, 2024 . 

 

Hindu Heritage Month 

On December 8, 2016, the province of Ontario designated November as Hindu Heritage Month as outlined in the 

Hindu Heritage Month Act. November 2022 marked Canada’s first official Hindu Heritage month. During this month, 

YRDSB recognizes and celebrates the past, present and future contributions and inspirational impact of Hindu 
Canadians in our communities.  

Hinduism is considered by some as one of the world’s oldest religions, dating back over 10,000 years. With over 900 
million followers worldwide, Hinduism is the third-largest religion. Hinduism is a henotheistic religion that worships one 
God while acknowledging the existence of other gods. Some of these deities include Brahma, Shiva, Paarvathi, Lakshmi, 
Ganesha, Muruga, Kaali, and Vishnu, along with others. Hinduism consists of many traditions and festivities that are 
celebrated throughout the year. Diwali, Navaratri, and Ganesh Chaturthi are some celebrations in which Hindus 
participate in Ontario, Canada, and around the world. For Hindu Canadians, faith-based practices vary across 
communities, cultures and generations of people. 

 

Albanian Heritage Month 

November is Albanian Heritage Month as proclaimed by the Ontario government in 2015. Albania is situated in eastern 
Europe, and the main language spoken is Albanian. The majority of Albanians identify as Muslim followed by Eastern 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic. There are approximately 29000 Canadians with Albanian ethnicities. The month of 
November is significant to people of Albanian origin as it commemorates the Albanian Declaration of Independence which 
took place on November 28, 1912. Albania also recognizes Liberation Day, a day that Albania was liberated from Nazi 
Germany forces after the Albanian resistance on November 29, 1944. 

The proclamation of November as Albanian Heritage Month recognizes the diverse ways in which Albanian Canadians 
have contributed to the intricate social and cultural makeup of Ontario. It is a month to celebrate Albanian identity and 
acknowledge the histories and lived experiences of Albanian Canadians.  

Attendance 

To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  

https://schoolcashonline.com/
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-41/session-2/bill-56
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca


 

 
★ Nov. 5:            Georgian College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 7:  SDSS Post-Secondary Fair🌟6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
★ Nov. 8:  Carleton University Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 12: Centennial College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 13: Trent University Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 21: University of Windsor Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 

 
Community Hours:  

 
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

SDSS Post-Secondary Fair: 
 

On Tuesday November 7, Stouffville DSS will be hosting a post-secondary fair where over 30 institutions will be 
coming. The fair begins at 6:30 p.m. with panel sessions where the various colleges, universities, and trade 
representatives will share important information. The next session is from 8:15 - 9:00 p.m. where booths will be set 
up in the gym and representatives will provide materials and answer any questions you may have. Come by and 
check it out! 
 

OCAS/OAUC OEN and MIDENT Distribution for Graduating Students: 
 
For the 2024-2025 school year, students applying to post-secondary school through OCAS and/or OUAC will be 
provided their OEN and MIDENT (BSID) through a secure centrally facilitated process (via ITS) to their GAPPS 
email. During the week of October 15, Grade 11 and 12 students will receive their information via GAPPS email; this 
will ensure a secure transfer of the information needed to complete the post-secondary application process. Please 
keep an eye out for this email as students will need this information to be able to apply to college or university. 

 
Course Change Requests: 

 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  

Dual Credit: 
 
Semester 2 Dual Credit courses will open in November. If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a 
College AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 
 

Mental Health Supports: 
 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 

https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca


 

emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance        
 
 
 
Nov.1, 2024 
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Friday November 1,  2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Nov 4th  Tuesday, Nov 5th  Wednesday, Nov 6th  Thursday, Nov 7th Friday, Nov 8th  

 McMichael Canadian 
Art Collection Trip 

SDSS Take Your Grade 
8 to High School 
 
Last Day of Term 1 
 
Grade 9 Take Your Kid 
to Work Day 

First Day of Term 2 
 
Fire Drill 
 
 
Post Secondary Fair 
(6:30 - 9:00) 

 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx


 

Post-Secondary Fair 

On Tuesday November 7, Stouffville DSS will be hosting a post-secondary fair where over 30 institutions will be 
coming. The fair begins at 6:30 p.m. with panel sessions where the various colleges, universities, and trade 
representatives will share important information. The purpose of the panel sessions is to hear from colleges and 
universities that you may not have considered before and learn about new programs and highlights about their 
institution. This could be scholarships, residence, sports teams, clubs, and other student services.  
 
The next session is from 8:15 - 9:00 p.m. where booths will be set up in the gym and representatives will provide 
materials and answer any questions you may have. Receive viewbooks outlining various programs and admission 
requirements. Come prepared with a list of questions to ask or check out the guidance Google Classroom for 
suggested questions.  

 

 

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) - Wednesday, November 

20th and Thursday, November 21st at 9:20 am 
As per the Ministry of Education students are required to work towards the literacy graduation requirement through 
participating in the OSSLT or the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC).   At this time, the York Region 
District School Board has decided that:  

● Previously eligible Grade 11 and 12s and all grade 10 students will write the OSSLT in November 2023 
● Students who are unsuccessful on the test this Fall will have another opportunity to write in the Spring 
● Students will be supported in preparing through school-wide cross-curricular literacy activities and can also 

access the EQAO’s practice test here.  

 

Spirit Wear 

Hey Crew!  Spirit Wear is now live and can be purchased at:  https://www.schoolwear.ca/sds/  OR schoolwear.ca with 
code Code: SDS.  We are using Marchant's Online Store.  It is free delivery to the school, or you can have the product 
shipped elsewhere for a fee.  Spirit Wear will close on Saturday November 9th and delivery to the school will be before 
the winter break.    

 

Information Session for Tamil Families 

Support your child’s success! 

Looking to better support your child academically, emotionally, and socially? Join us for an information session for Tamil 
families discussing: 

● Ways to support your children’s academic achievements and emotional well-being  
● Student services, including Tamil-specific supports available at YRDSB 
● Getting connected and accessing community resources 

https://d1c1qqn86e6v14.cloudfront.net/#/en/student/osslt-assessment
https://www.schoolwear.ca/sds/


 

 This information session will be delivered in Tamil and English. 

Date: November 12, 2024 

Time: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 

Location: Milliken Mills High School, 7522 Kennedy Rd, Markham, ON L3R 9S5 

Registration: Please complete this Google Form by November 8. 

The flyer is available in English and Tamil.  

Brought to you by York Region District School Board and the Catholic Community Services of York Region. For any 
questions, please contact Nijatha Subramaniam at nijatha.subramaniam@yrdsb.ca. 

Jewish and Israel Education Conferences with UJA Israel Engagement 

Join UJA Israel Engagement for a meaningful and educational 1 day conference for students, parents/caregivers, and 
teachers to explore Israel education and learn how to combat antisemitism in the public school system. Hear and learn 
from UJA agencies including UJA's Israel Engagement, CIJA, CJPAC, PJ Library, and more. 

Parent & Educator Conference 

Sunday, November 24 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Jewish Student Summit 

Sunday, December 1 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Location: Lipa Green Centre, in Tamari Hall, 4600 Bathurst St, North York, ON. M2R 3V2 

Please visit the UJA Federation of Greater Toronto webiste for more information and registration. 

Please view the agenda link for both the Nov 24 and Dec 1 events.  

 

Centre for Black Excellence Mailing List Flyer 

The Centre for Black Student Excellence is a space committed to the implementation of goals set out in our Dismantling 

Anti-Black Racism Strategy, and amplifying voices that have been historically marginalized. Establishing this mailing list 

is one of the key commitments outlined in our strategy. We would like to encourage families to subscribe to our mailing 

list to stay up to date with information about school board and community events and programs that would benefit 

Black students and families with Black children and updates on Board efforts to dismantle anti-Black racism. 

Centre for Black Excellence Mailing List Flyer 

 

 

Hindu Heritage Month 

On December 8, 2016, the province of Ontario designated November as Hindu Heritage Month as outlined in the 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfCQrsi850AqNO5k8Ta_zqTt7X3mgKDJ2BiLGqM9dSanKzoig/viewform
https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Program%20Flyers/Tamil-Info-Session-Flyer-ENGLISH%20%281%29.pdf&parent=/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Program%20Flyers
https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Program%20Flyers/Tamil-Info-Session-Flyer-TAMIL.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=g3gWY8
mailto:nijatha.subramaniam@yrdsb.ca
https://www.jewishtoronto.com/events/gap-year-parent-teacher-student-conferences
https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Affinity%20Groups/UJA%20Conference%20Itineraries.pdf&parent=/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Affinity%20Groups
https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Identify%20Affirming%20Resources/Black/CBSE-Mailing-List-Flyer.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=sVdzqX


 

Hindu Heritage Month Act. November 2022 marked Canada’s first official Hindu Heritage month. During this month, 

YRDSB recognizes and celebrates the past, present and future contributions and inspirational impact of Hindu 
Canadians in our communities.  

Hinduism is considered by some as one of the world’s oldest religions, dating back over 10,000 years. With over 900 
million followers worldwide, Hinduism is the third-largest religion. Hinduism is a henotheistic religion that worships one 
God while acknowledging the existence of other gods. Some of these deities include Brahma, Shiva, Paarvathi, Lakshmi, 
Ganesha, Muruga, Kaali, and Vishnu, along with others. Hinduism consists of many traditions and festivities that are 
celebrated throughout the year. Diwali, Navaratri, and Ganesh Chaturthi are some celebrations in which Hindus 
participate in Ontario, Canada, and around the world. For Hindu Canadians, faith-based practices vary across 
communities, cultures and generations of people. 

 

Albanian Heritage Month 

November is Albanian Heritage Month as proclaimed by the Ontario government in 2015. Albania is situated in eastern 
Europe, and the main language spoken is Albanian. The majority of Albanians identify as Muslim followed by Eastern 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic. There are approximately 29000 Canadians with Albanian ethnicities. The month of 
November is significant to people of Albanian origin as it commemorates the Albanian Declaration of Independence which 
took place on November 28, 1912. Albania also recognizes Liberation Day, a day that Albania was liberated from Nazi 
Germany forces after the Albanian resistance on November 29, 1944. 

The proclamation of November as Albanian Heritage Month recognizes the diverse ways in which Albanian Canadians 
have contributed to the intricate social and cultural makeup of Ontario. It is a month to celebrate Albanian identity and 
acknowledge the histories and lived experiences of Albanian Canadians.  

Attendance 

To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Nov. 5:            Georgian College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 7:  SDSS Post-Secondary Fair🌟6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
★ Nov. 8:  Carleton University Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 12: Centennial College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 13: Trent University Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 21: University of Windsor Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 

 
Community Hours:  

 
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-41/session-2/bill-56
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca


 

opportunities.  
 
 

Course Change Requests: 
 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  
 
 

Dual Credit: 
 
Semester 2 Dual Credit courses will open in November. If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a 
College AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 
 

Mental Health Supports: 
 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
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http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca
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Friday November 8,  2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Nov 11th  Tuesday, Nov 12th  Wednesday, Nov 13th  Thursday,  Nov 14th  Friday, Nov 15th  

Remembrance Day 
Assemblies P2 

 CIMC & CSMC Math 
Contest (9:30-11:30) 

 

 PA Day 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) - Wednesday, November 
20th and Thursday, November 21st at 9:20 am 

As per the Ministry of Education students are required to work towards the literacy graduation requirement 
through participating in the OSSLT or the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC).   At this time, 
the York Region District School Board has decided that:  

● Previously eligible Grade 11 and 12s and all grade 10 students will write the OSSLT in November 2023 
● Students who are unsuccessful on the test this Fall will have another opportunity to write in the Spring 
● Students will be supported in preparing through school-wide cross-curricular literacy activities and can 

also access the EQAO’s practice test here.  
 

Family Dashboard 
The dashboard gives parents/guardians secure, accessible one-stop access to information and applications. It 
is designed to make it easier for families to engage with their child’s education.  Register today at 
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/family-resources. 

 
Death of the Honourable Murray Sinclair, C.C., O.M., M.S.C. 
Flags at all Ontario government buildings and establishments across the province will be flown at half-mast 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://d1c1qqn86e6v14.cloudfront.net/#/en/student/osslt-assessment
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/family-resources


 

from sunrise to sunset on Sunday November 10, 2024, the day of the national commemorative ceremony for 
the late Honourable Murray Sinclair, who passed away on November 4, 2024. 
 

Post-Secondary Transition Information Night 
RARC Transitions is hosting a virtual Post-Secondary Transition Information Night for Grade 11 and 12 
students with LD, ADHD, ASD, and mental health disorder on November 26 starting at 6pm.  

Join via Microsoft Teams:https://tinyurl.com/42pde9dr   
Meeting ID:  278 204 256 553 

Passcode: bEjZix 
 

Roots, Ruach, and Resilience Workshop Series 
Strengthening the Spirit and Well Being of the Jewish Community in the Face of Antisemitism. Join us for a 4 
week group workshop starting on November 26, 2024. This group is for students in Grade 9-11 that do not 
attend Jewish Day School.  See flyer attached for details. 
 
 

BFCN Scholarship Application Workshop 

The Black Foundation of Community Networks (BFCN), in collaboration with YRDSB, is providing a free online 
workshop to guide Black students and their families on how to prepare, search, and apply for scholarships and 
bursaries. Grade 8 - 12 students.  See flyer attached for details. 

Families of YRDSB Black Students Monthly Information Session: 
Understanding & Navigating the Education System 
Families, parents, caregivers, please join us on Monday, November 25, for our monthly meeting where families 
with Black children come together to learn about resources and upcoming programs for Black students in both 
elementary & secondary schools.  See flyer attached for details. 

Hindu Heritage Month 

On December 8, 2016, the province of Ontario designated November as Hindu Heritage Month as outlined in the
Hindu Heritage Month Act. November 2022 marked Canada’s first official Hindu Heritage month. During this 
month, YRDSB recognizes and celebrates the past, present and future contributions and inspirational impact of 
Hindu Canadians in our communities.  

Hinduism is considered by some as one of the world’s oldest religions, dating back over 10,000 years. With over 
900 million followers worldwide, Hinduism is the third-largest religion. Hinduism is a henotheistic religion that 
worships one God while acknowledging the existence of other gods. Some of these deities include Brahma, 
Shiva, Paarvathi, Lakshmi, Ganesha, Muruga, Kaali, and Vishnu, along with others. Hinduism consists of many 
traditions and festivities that are celebrated throughout the year. Diwali, Navaratri, and Ganesh Chaturthi are 
some celebrations in which Hindus participate in Ontario, Canada, and around the world. For Hindu Canadians, 
faith-based practices vary across communities, cultures and generations of people. 

 

Albanian Heritage Month 
November is Albanian Heritage Month as proclaimed by the Ontario government in 2015. Albania is situated in 

https://tinyurl.com/42pde9dr
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-41/session-2/bill-56


 

eastern Europe, and the main language spoken is Albanian. The majority of Albanians identify as Muslim followed
by Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic. There are approximately 29000 Canadians with Albanian ethnicities. 
The month of November is significant to people of Albanian origin as it commemorates the Albanian Declaration 
of Independence which took place on November 28, 1912. Albania also recognizes Liberation Day, a day that 
Albania was liberated from Nazi Germany forces after the Albanian resistance on November 29, 1944. 

The proclamation of November as Albanian Heritage Month recognizes the diverse ways in which Albanian 
Canadians have contributed to the intricate social and cultural makeup of Ontario. It is a month to celebrate 
Albanian identity and acknowledge the histories and lived experiences of Albanian Canadians.  

 

Transgender Awareness Week and Day of Remembrance 

Transgender Awareness Week is from November 13-19, 2024. This annual week of recognition aims to deepen 
awareness of historic and present day challenges, barriers and oppression faced by the trans community as well a
uplift stories of joy, advocacy and justice.   November 20 is Transgender Day of Remembrance, a day to pay tribut
and honour the lives of the victims of transphobic violence.  
 

Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate 
and up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 

 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Nov. 12: Centennial College Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 13: Trent University Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 15: Non-Disclosure Date for Grade 12 Course Marks📅 
★ Nov. 21: University of Windsor Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ Nov. 25-29: Elementary School Visits -> Course Selection Information Sessions🚌 
★ Nov. 26: Post-Secondary Transition Information Night -> Virtual Presentation 6:00-7:00 p.m.💻 
★ Nov. 26:  Black Foundation of Community Networks Scholarship Application Workshop 

  Virtual Presentation 6:30-8:30 p.m.💻 
★ Dec. 5:  Grade 8 Open House @ SDSS 6:30pm🌟 

 
Non-Disclosure Date:  

 
Attention Grade 12 students, please check Teach Assist for midterm marks on Monday November 11 to decide if you 
want to drop any course before data is uploaded to universities on Friday November 15.  
 

Post-Secondary Transition Information Night 
 
Check out the Post-Secondary Transition Information Night on November 26 from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. This will be a 
virtual presentation which discusses programming, accommodations, and supports that equip secondary students 
with disabilities with the necessary knowledge and skills to access post-secondary education. Scan the QR code on 

mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca


 

the Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram.  
 

Black Foundation of Community Networks Scholarship Application Workshop 
 
Scholarship Application Workshop on Tuesday November 26, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Virtual event with The Black 
Foundation of Community Networks (BFCN) in providing a free online workshop to guide Black students and their 
families on how to prepare, search, and apply for scholarships and bursaries. Scan the QR code on the Google 
Classroom or Guidance Instagram.  
 

Undergraduate Scholarships: 
 
Check out these amazing scholarship opportunities from The Horatio Alger Association. The Horatio Alger 
Association is dedicated to facilitating the educational aspirations of promising Canadian undergraduates through its 
scholarship services. These scholarships are tailored to alleviate financial burdens and open doors to higher 
education for students who have displayed resilience and determination in the face of adversity. 
 

Community Hours:  
 
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Course Change Requests: 
 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  
 

Dual Credit: 
 
Semester 2 Dual Credit courses will open in November. If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a 
College AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 

https://horatioalger.ca/scholarships-and-services/undergraduate-scholarships/
https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca


 

Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance        
 
 
 
 

Nov. 15, 2024 
 

   
 
 

Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Dawn Laliberte, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  
Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday November 15,  2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Nov 18th  Tuesday, Nov 19th  Wednesday, Nov 20th  Thursday,  Nov 21st  Friday, Nov 22nd  

School Council 7:00pm 
in the library 

 OSSLT 
 
Geography Zoo Trip 

OSSLT 
 
Scholarship Music 
Concert 

 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

School Council Meeting 
There is a school council meeting on Monday November 18th at 7:00 pm in the library.  For those who would like to join 
virtually please use this link:  https://meet.google.com/xkn-anke-hsn.   All are welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://meet.google.com/xkn-anke-hsn


 

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) - Wednesday, November 

20th and Thursday, November 21st at 9:20 am 
As per the Ministry of Education students are required to work towards the literacy graduation requirement through 
participating in the OSSLT or the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC).   At this time, the York Region 
District School Board has decided that:  

● Previously eligible Grade 11 and 12s and all grade 10 students will write the OSSLT in November 2023 
● Students who are unsuccessful on the test this Fall will have another opportunity to write in the Spring 
● Students will be supported in preparing through school-wide cross-curricular literacy activities and can also 

access the EQAO’s practice test here. 
● You should have received an email if your child is writing the OSSLT.  As well, the majority of students will be 

writing the OSSLT in their homeroom. 
● The schedule for the day will remain the same for all grade 9, 11 and 12 students.   Grade 10 students are 

expected to follow the regular schedule after they complete the test. 
 

Grad Photos For Graduating Students 
Book your session today! To book your Graduation Photo Session, grab your student card and go to bookmygrad.ca and 
enter your school code and student number to get started. School Code: TDN.  Sessions begin Dec. 2 

 
From Student Council - Spirit Week 

https://d1c1qqn86e6v14.cloudfront.net/#/en/student/osslt-assessment
http://bookmygrad.ca


 

 
 
The Jewish Rainbow Alliance 
The Jewish Rainbow Alliance is hosting a monthly support group for parents and caregivers of LGBTQ+ individuals.  
Please see flyer attached 
 
 

https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Program%20Flyers/The%20Jewish%20Rainbow%20Alliance%20-%20Fall%202024%20flyer.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=I9jAs7


 

Pathways to the Skilled Trades and Technology Open House 
The Pathways Team in Curriculum & Instructional Services in collaboration with the York Catholic District 
School Board invites families of students in Grades 9-11 to attend a Skilled Trades and Technology Career 
Planning Information Night.  Please see the flyer attached. 

Gurpurab and Langar Celebration: An Evening of Learning and Langar 
Families, students and educators, are invited to join the SEVA Affinity Group in a Gurpurab Celebration: An 
Evening of Learning and Langar on Wednesday, December 4, 2024.  Please see attached flyer. 
 
Hindu Heritage Month 

On December 8, 2016, the province of Ontario designated November as Hindu Heritage Month as outlined in the
Hindu Heritage Month Act. November 2022 marked Canada’s first official Hindu Heritage month. During this 
month, YRDSB recognizes and celebrates the past, present and future contributions and inspirational impact of 
Hindu Canadians in our communities.  

Hinduism is considered by some as one of the world’s oldest religions, dating back over 10,000 years. With over 
900 million followers worldwide, Hinduism is the third-largest religion. Hinduism is a henotheistic religion that 
worships one God while acknowledging the existence of other gods. Some of these deities include Brahma, 
Shiva, Paarvathi, Lakshmi, Ganesha, Muruga, Kaali, and Vishnu, along with others. Hinduism consists of many 
traditions and festivities that are celebrated throughout the year. Diwali, Navaratri, and Ganesh Chaturthi are 
some celebrations in which Hindus participate in Ontario, Canada, and around the world. For Hindu Canadians, 
faith-based practices vary across communities, cultures and generations of people. 

 

Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate 
and up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 

 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Nov. 25-29: Elementary School Visits -> Course Selection Information Sessions🚌 
★ Nov. 26: Post-Secondary Transition Information Night -> Virtual Presentation 6:00-7:00 p.m.💻 
★ Nov. 26:  Black Foundation of Community Networks Scholarship Application Workshop 

  Virtual Presentation 6:30-8:30 p.m.💻 
★ Dec. 5:  Grade 8 Open House @ SDSS 6:30pm🌟 
★ Dec. 9:  OYAP Pathways Information Session @ Richmond Hill HS 6:30-8:30 p.m.📅 

 
Post-Secondary Transition Information Night 

 
Check out the Post-Secondary Transition Information Night on November 26 from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. This will be a 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UGGk9wJreol54C-KRSGdWMCkVbRLfZY9/view?usp=sharing
https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Program%20Flyers/SEVA%20Gurpurab%20and%20Langar%20Dec%204,%202024.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=LtgsN9
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-41/session-2/bill-56
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca


 

virtual presentation which discusses programming, accommodations, and supports that equip secondary students 
with disabilities with the necessary knowledge and skills to access post-secondary education. Scan the QR code on 
the Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram.  
 

Black Foundation of Community Networks Scholarship Application Workshop 
 
Scholarship Application Workshop on Tuesday November 26, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Virtual event with The Black 
Foundation of Community Networks (BFCN) in providing a free online workshop to guide Black students and their 
families on how to prepare, search, and apply for scholarships and bursaries. Scan the QR code on the Google 
Classroom or Guidance Instagram.  
 

Grade 12 Mark Uploads to OCAS & OUAC 
 
Guidance uploaded your semester 1 marks into OCAS on November 15 and to OUAC on November 19. We 
encourage students to log in to confirm the following: 

● your personal information is correct 
● that marks are correct 
● that your currently enrolled courses are listed 

It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that the information in OUAC and OCAS is accurate and to report any errors 
to their guidance counsellor as soon as possible. 
 

Undergraduate Scholarships: 
 
Check out these amazing scholarship opportunities from The Horatio Alger Association. The Horatio Alger 
Association is dedicated to facilitating the educational aspirations of promising Canadian undergraduates through its 
scholarship services. These scholarships are tailored to alleviate financial burdens and open doors to higher 
education for students who have displayed resilience and determination in the face of adversity. 
 

Community Hours:  
 
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Course Change Requests: 
 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  
 

Dual Credit: 
 
Semester 2 Dual Credit courses will open in December. If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a 
College AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 

https://horatioalger.ca/scholarships-and-services/undergraduate-scholarships/
https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca


 

Mental Health Supports: 
 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance        
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Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Dawn Laliberte, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  
Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday November 22,  2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca


 

Monday, Nov 25th  Tuesday, Nov 26th  Wednesday, Nov 27th  Thursday,  Nov 28th  Friday, Nov 29th  

Spirit Day:  PJ Day Spirit Day:  Black and 
White Day 

Spirit Day:  Jersey Day Spirit Day:  Throwback 
Thursday 

Spirit Day:  Spartan Day 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Grad Photos For Graduating Students 
Book your session today! To book your Graduation Photo Session, grab your student card and go to bookmygrad.ca and 
enter your school code and student number to get started. School Code: TDN.  Sessions begin Dec. 2 

 
Stouffville is Going 1:1 

In September 2025, Stouffville District Secondary School will be introducing a 1:1 (Bring Your Own Device) program for 
all our students.  This program has each student bring their own digital  device to school each day to support the use of 
digital tools in class to enrich their learning environment.   

What is the 1:1 Program? 
● An approach to education that revolves around improving student learning and engagement with the integration 

of technology into daily school life. 
● Students enhance their critical thinking skills as creators with technology rather than passive consumers of 

technology 
● All students are required to have access to a laptop, chromebook or tablet PC for education purposes. Students 

take ownership of their device and will not be required to share with others. 
● Students are provided a locker to store their device to ensure its safe keeping while at school and not in use. 

 
Benefits of 1:1 Learning: 

● Increases collaboration within and beyond the classroom 
● Provides immediate access to resources and information 
● Improves organization and planning 
● Promotes self-initiated learning and increases independence 
● Develops the technological know-how students will need in their future endeavours 

 
Technology Requirements: 

● A cell phone is not a 1:1 device 
● Students will not be required to purchase software.  If they take a course that uses proprietary software, the 

school will provide resources for access. 
● Families can choose with their child the device that is most appropriate for them. Chromebooks will suffice for 

this program.  
● Battery life is the most important component for your child’s device 
● Students who cannot afford a primary device will work with their Vice Principal to have a long-term loan 

Chromebook assigned to them.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Stouffville District Secondary School. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
http://bookmygrad.ca


 

Student Trustee Applications Open 

If you will be in grade 11 or 12 next school year and are passionate about student voice, consider becoming a student 
trustee, and representing students across YRDSB.  Student trustees network with students, staff and the Board of 
Trustees to share information that gives students a meaningful voice. Learn more about the role and how you can apply 
at www.yrdsb.ca/studenttrustees.  Applications can be submitted between November 25-December 9. The deadline 
to apply is December 9, 2024, 11:59 p.m. 
 
All students in Grades 5-12 will have an opportunity to vote for the candidate who represents our area of the Board. 
There are four areas of the Board (central, east, north and west). Once the four final candidates are announced, students 
can vote for two of the four candidates to represent them as student trustees in the 2025-2026 school year. 
Students will receive information on how to vote in the election during the campaign and voting  
 
Spartans - Variety Show 
Do you have a unique performance or talent you are interested in showing your fellow peers and classmates? Whether 
it's singing, dancing, playing an instrument, comedy, showcasing an art piece, etc., we'd love to see it!    
 
Spartans - Variety Show auditions will be held December 3 and 4 in the caf after school.  
 

  

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/studenttrustees


 



 

Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to 
the designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain 
accurate and up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Nov. 25-29: Elementary School Visits -> Course Selection Information Sessions🚌 
★ Nov. 26: Post-Secondary Transition Information Night -> Virtual Presentation 6:00-7:00 p.m.💻 
★ Nov. 26:  Black Foundation of Community Networks Scholarship Application Workshop 

  Virtual Presentation 6:30-8:30 p.m.💻 
★ Dec. 5:  Grade 8 Open House @ SDSS 6:30pm🌟 
★ Dec. 9:  OYAP Pathways Information Session @ Richmond Hill HS 6:30-8:30 p.m.📅 
★ Dec. 16: Registration for Remote Night School Opens (Tues & Thur Nights) - Register on MyBluePrint 

 
Post-Secondary Transition Information Night 

 
Check out the Post-Secondary Transition Information Night on November 26 from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. This will be a 
virtual presentation which discusses programming, accommodations, and supports that equip secondary students 
with disabilities with the necessary knowledge and skills to access post-secondary education. Scan the QR code on 
the Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram.  
 

Black Foundation of Community Networks Scholarship Application Workshop 
 
Scholarship Application Workshop on Tuesday November 26, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Virtual event with The Black 
Foundation of Community Networks (BFCN) in providing a free online workshop to guide Black students and their 
families on how to prepare, search, and apply for scholarships and bursaries. Scan the QR code on the Google 
Classroom or Guidance Instagram.  
 

Grade 12 Mark Uploads to OCAS & OUAC 
 
Guidance uploaded your semester 1 marks into OCAS on November 15 and to OUAC on November 19. We 
encourage students to log in to confirm the following: 

● your personal information is correct 
● that marks are correct 
● that your currently enrolled courses are listed 

It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that the information in OUAC and OCAS is accurate and to report any errors 
to their guidance counsellor as soon as possible. 
 

Undergraduate Scholarships: 
 
Check out these amazing scholarship opportunities from The Horatio Alger Association. The Horatio Alger 
Association is dedicated to facilitating the educational aspirations of promising Canadian undergraduates through its 
scholarship services. These scholarships are tailored to alleviate financial burdens and open doors to higher 
education for students who have displayed resilience and determination in the face of adversity. 
 

mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://horatioalger.ca/scholarships-and-services/undergraduate-scholarships/


 

Community Hours:  
 
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Course Change Requests: 
 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  
 

Dual Credit: 
 
Semester 2 Dual Credit courses will open in December. If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a 
College AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca


 

Nov. 29 
 

Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Dawn Laliberte, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  
Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday November 22,  2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Dec. 2nd Tuesday, Dec. 3rd Wednesday, Dec. 4th  Thursday, Dec. 5th Friday, Dec. 6th  

Grad Photos  
 
 

Grad Photos 
 
Variety Show Auditions 
(after school) 
 

Grad Photos 
 
Distillery Historic Trip 
 
Variety Show Auditions 
(after school) 
 

Grad Photos 
 
SHSM Raptors Trip 
 
Grade 8 Night 
(6:30-8:00) 

Grad Photos  
 
Health and Safety Visit 
 
English Silver City Trip 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Signing Out Students for Sports Events 
Please note that SDSS does not support signing out students to be spectators at sporting events.  This guideline is in 
place to support the school’s commitment to maintaining academic engagement during instructional hours. While we 
encourage school spirit and participation in extracurricular activities, it is essential that such involvement does not 
compromise students’ learning time.   
 
Exams 
Please be advised that exams will be held from January 22 to January 30. Kindly refrain from booking any vacation or 
flexible medical appointments during this period.  More details will be provided at a later date. 
 
Grad Photos For Graduating Students 
Book your session today! To book your Graduation Photo Session, grab your student card and go to bookmygrad.ca and 
enter your school code and student number to get started. School Code: TDN.  Sessions begin Dec. 2 and close on Dec. 
12. 
 

Grade 8 Open House 
SDSS will be having our Grade 8 Open House on Thursday, Dec. 5 from 6:30 -8:00.  Feel free to come if you have other 
children in grade 8 so they can see all that we have to offer here at SDSS.   

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
http://bookmygrad.ca


 



 

Transit Assistance Program (TAP) for Those who Qualify 

York Region is offering the Transit Assistance Program (TAP) to help make transit more affordable for eligible residents. 

➢ Eligible TAP participants can receive a 50% discount on regular Adult single ride York Region Transit (YRT) fare using 
a PRESTO card. After 40 trips, rides are free for unlimited travel for the remainder of the calendar month. 

➢ Anyone in the family can use the TAP card, including students going to high school 

➢ Please Visit : Eligibility and How to Apply for TAP  

➢ New Applications and Renewals for 2025 are now being accepted by telephone.  There are a limited number of new 
spots available so apply soon.  Please contact ACCESS YORK at 1-877-464-9675 ext. 75581.  All Students turning 18 

should apply in their own right. 

➢ If you require language interpretation for this call, simply say the language you speak when connected at the number 
above and interpretation services will be put in place. 

If you have any additional questions please contact: 

Yvonne Kelly, 

Community and Partnership Developer, YRDSB 

Regional Portfolio on Poverty/Intersections of Poverty 

Inclusive School and Community Services 

yvonne.kelly@yrdsb.ca  

(905) 895-5155 ext.5124 

 

Undergraduate Scholarships - Horatio Alger Canada 
Horatio Alger Canadian Scholarships and National Entrepreneurial Scholarships for the Class of 2026 will open 
December 1, 2024. More information can be found on the website Scholarships .  

Grade 8 Open House 
We are excited to invite you to our Grade 8 Open House on December 5th. This event will provide an excellent 
opportunity to learn more about our programs and offerings as your child prepares for the next step in their academic 
journey.  Please see the attached flyer for further details. We look forward to welcoming you and answering any 
questions you may have. 

Stouffville is Going 1:1 
In September 2025, Stouffville District Secondary School will be introducing a 1:1 (Bring Your Own Device) program for 
all our students.  This program has each student bring their own digital  device to school each day to support the use of 
digital tools in class to enrich their learning environment.   
What is the 1:1 Program? 

● An approach to education that revolves around improving student learning and engagement with the integration 
of technology into daily school life. 

● Students enhance their critical thinking skills as creators with technology rather than passive consumers of 
technology 

https://www.yrt.ca/en/fares-and-passes/tap-transit-assistance-program.aspx
mailto:yvonne.kelly@yrdsb.ca
https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/sites/BWW-News/SitePages/Undergraduate-Scholarships-Horatio-Alger-Canada.aspx
https://horatioalger.ca/scholarships-and-services/undergraduate-scholarships/


 

● All students are required to have access to a laptop, chromebook or tablet PC for education purposes. Students 
take ownership of their device and will not be required to share with others. 

● Students are provided a locker to store their device to ensure its safe keeping while at school and not in use. 
 
Benefits of 1:1 Learning: 

● Increases collaboration within and beyond the classroom 
● Provides immediate access to resources and information 
● Improves organization and planning 
● Promotes self-initiated learning and increases independence 
● Develops the technological know-how students will need in their future endeavours 

 
Technology Requirements: 

● A cell phone is not a 1:1 device 
● Students will not be required to purchase software.  If they take a course that uses proprietary software, the 

school will provide resources for access. 
● Families can choose with their child the device that is most appropriate for them. Chromebooks will suffice for 

this program.  
● Battery life is the most important component for your child’s device 
● Students who cannot afford a primary device will work with their Vice Principal to have a long-term loan 

Chromebook assigned to them.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Stouffville District Secondary School. 

Student Trustee Applications Open 

If you will be in grade 11 or 12 next school year and are passionate about student voice, consider becoming a student 
trustee, and representing students across YRDSB.  Student trustees network with students, staff and the Board of 
Trustees to share information that gives students a meaningful voice. Learn more about the role and how you can apply 
at www.yrdsb.ca/studenttrustees.  Applications can be submitted between November 25-December 9. The deadline 
to apply is December 9, 2024, 11:59 p.m. 
 
All students in Grades 5-12 will have an opportunity to vote for the candidate who represents our area of the Board. 
There are four areas of the Board (central, east, north and west). Once the four final candidates are announced, students 
can vote for two of the four candidates to represent them as student trustees in the 2025-2026 school year. 
Students will receive information on how to vote in the election during the campaign and voting  
 
Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to 
the designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain 
accurate and up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Dec. 5:  Grade 8 Open House @ SDSS 6:30pm🌟 
★ Dec. 9:  OYAP Pathways Information Session @ Richmond Hill HS 6:30-8:30 p.m.📅 
★ Dec. 16: Registration for Remote Night School Opens (Tues & Thur Nights) - Register on MyBluePrint 

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/studenttrustees
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca


 

OYAP Pathways Information Session  
 
The Pathways Team in Curriculum & Instructional Services in collaboration with the York Catholic District School 
Board invites families of students in Grades 9-11 to attend a Skilled Trades and Technology Career Planning 
Information Night. The goal of this event is to inspire students to take their first step towards a career in industries 
that are constantly innovating, on the cutting edge of emerging technologies, and making a critical difference in 
people’s lives.  Students will have the opportunity to learn about some of Ontario’s 140+ trades through presentations 
and information booths. They will hear directly from the YRDSB Pathways team, tradespeople, and local employers 
about life-changing career opportunities. This event is taking place on Monday, December 9, 2024 from 6:30 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m.  at Richmond Hill High School (201 Yorkland Street, Richmond Hill, ON, L4S 1A2).   
  
Registration Process: 

● Students, their families and YRDSB educators are invited to register through our YRDSB Skilled Trades and 
Technology Open House Registration.   

● Schools can communicate this opportunity to your parent/guardian community using this Pathways to Skilled 
Trades and Technology flyer that can be included in school communications to families. 

 
Grade 12 Mark Uploads to OCAS & OUAC 

 
Guidance uploaded your semester 1 marks into OCAS on November 15 and to OUAC on November 19. We 
encourage students to log in to confirm the following: 

● your personal information is correct 
● that marks are correct 
● that your currently enrolled courses are listed 

It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that the information in OUAC and OCAS is accurate and to report any errors 
to their guidance counsellor as soon as possible. 
 

Undergraduate Scholarships: 
 
Check out these amazing scholarship opportunities from The Horatio Alger Association. The Horatio Alger 
Association is dedicated to facilitating the educational aspirations of promising Canadian undergraduates through its 
scholarship services. These scholarships are tailored to alleviate financial burdens and open doors to higher 
education for students who have displayed resilience and determination in the face of adversity. 
 

Community Hours:  
 
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Course Change Requests: 
 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  

https://forms.gle/qRPbCZmLRzUVQRjT8
https://forms.gle/qRPbCZmLRzUVQRjT8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UGGk9wJreol54C-KRSGdWMCkVbRLfZY9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UGGk9wJreol54C-KRSGdWMCkVbRLfZY9/view?usp=sharing
https://horatioalger.ca/scholarships-and-services/undergraduate-scholarships/
https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca


 

 
Dual Credit: 

 
Semester 2 Dual Credit courses will open in December. If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a 
College AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dec. 6, 2024 
 
 

Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Dawn Laliberte, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  
Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday December 6,  2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
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Monday, Dec. 9th  Tuesday, Dec. 10th  Wednesday, Dec. 11th  Thursday, Dec. 12th Friday, Dec. 13th  

Grad Photo Week Grad Photo Week 
 
ROM Trip 

Grad Photo Week 
 
Senior Art Show 
 
SHSM First Aid/CPR 
Certification 

Grad Photo Week 
 
Holiday Winter Music 
Concert 
 
SHSM First Aid/CPR 
Certification  

Grad Photo Week 
 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Exams 
Please be advised that exams will be held from January 22nd to January 28th. Kindly refrain from booking any vacation 
or flexible medical appointments during this period.  More details will be provided at a later date. 
 

Grade 9 EQAO Math 
Grade 9 semester 1  students who are currently taking destreamed math will be writing the EQAO assessment of 
mathematics on January 14 and 15.  The online test will be administered over two days during students’ math classes.  
More information will be mailed directly to the families of students who are writing. Classroom teachers will support 
students in preparing and students/ families can also access the sample test using this link 
 

Gr. 8 Open House 
We had a successful Grade 8 Open House last night with over 400 people in attendance.  If you missed it, you can find 
the the presentation attached. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://dwod99k06nyqh.cloudfront.net/#/en/test-auth/g9-sample/340/adaptive


 

 
 



 

Grad Photos For Graduating Students 
Book your session today! To book your Graduation Photo Session, grab your student card and go to bookmygrad.ca and 
enter your school code and student number to get started. School Code: TDN.  Sessions begin Dec. 2 and close on Dec. 
12. 

Stouffville is Going 1:1 
In September 2025, Stouffville District Secondary School will be introducing a 1:1 (Bring Your Own Device) program for 
all our students.  This program has each student bring their own digital  device to school each day to support the use of 
digital tools in class to enrich their learning environment.   
What is the 1:1 Program? 

● An approach to education that revolves around improving student learning and engagement with the integration 
of technology into daily school life. 

● Students enhance their critical thinking skills as creators with technology rather than passive consumers of 
technology 

● All students are required to have access to a laptop, chromebook or tablet PC for education purposes. Students 
take ownership of their device and will not be required to share with others. 

● Students are provided a locker to store their device to ensure its safe keeping while at school and not in use. 
 
Benefits of 1:1 Learning: 

● Increases collaboration within and beyond the classroom 
● Provides immediate access to resources and information 
● Improves organization and planning 
● Promotes self-initiated learning and increases independence 
● Develops the technological know-how students will need in their future endeavours 

 
Technology Requirements: 

● A cell phone is not a 1:1 device 
● Students will not be required to purchase software.  If they take a course that uses proprietary software, the 

school will provide resources for access. 
● Families can choose with their child the device that is most appropriate for them. Chromebooks will suffice for 

this program.  
● Battery life is the most important component for your child’s device 
● Students who cannot afford a primary device will work with their Vice Principal to have a long-term loan 

Chromebook assigned to them.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Stouffville District Secondary School. 

Student Trustee Applications Open 

If you will be in grade 11 or 12 next school year and are passionate about student voice, consider becoming a student 
trustee, and representing students across YRDSB.  Student trustees network with students, staff and the Board of 
Trustees to share information that gives students a meaningful voice. Learn more about the role and how you can apply 
at www.yrdsb.ca/studenttrustees.  Applications can be submitted between November 25-December 9. The deadline 
to apply is December 9, 2024, 11:59 p.m. 
 
All students in Grades 5-12 will have an opportunity to vote for the candidate who represents our area of the Board. 
There are four areas of the Board (central, east, north and west). Once the four final candidates are announced, students 
can vote for two of the four candidates to represent them as student trustees in the 2025-2026 school year. 
Students will receive information on how to vote in the election during the campaign and voting  
 

http://bookmygrad.ca
http://www.yrdsb.ca/studenttrustees


 

Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to 
the designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain 
accurate and up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 

❄Messages from Guidance❄ 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Dec. 9:  OYAP Pathways Information Session @ Richmond Hill HS 6:30-8:30 p.m.📅 
★ Dec. 9:  Durham College Application Workshop @ SDSS Main Hall 12:00-12:55 p.m. 🌟 
★ Dec. 12: Financial Aid/OSAP Presentation @ SDSS Library 12:00-12:55 p.m.💲 
★ Dec. 16: Registration for Remote Night School Opens (Tues & Thur Nights) - Register on MyBluePrint 

 
OYAP Pathways Information Session  

 
The Pathways Team in Curriculum & Instructional Services in collaboration with the York Catholic District School 
Board invites families of students in Grades 9-11 to attend a Skilled Trades and Technology Career Planning 
Information Night. The goal of this event is to inspire students to take their first step towards a career in industries 
that are constantly innovating, on the cutting edge of emerging technologies, and making a critical difference in 
people’s lives.  Students will have the opportunity to learn about some of Ontario’s 140+ trades through presentations 
and information booths. They will hear directly from the YRDSB Pathways team, tradespeople, and local employers 
about life-changing career opportunities. This event is taking place on Monday, December 9, 2024 from 6:30 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m.  at Richmond Hill High School (201 Yorkland Street, Richmond Hill, ON, L4S 1A2).   
  
Registration Process: 

● Students, their families and YRDSB educators are invited to register through our YRDSB Skilled Trades and 
Technology Open House Registration.   

● Schools can communicate this opportunity to your parent/guardian community using this Pathways to Skilled 
Trades and Technology flyer that can be included in school communications to families. 

 
Grade 12 Mark Uploads to OCAS & OUAC 

Guidance uploaded your semester 1 marks into OCAS on November 15 and to OUAC on November 19. We 
encourage students to log in to confirm the following: 

● your personal information is correct 
● that marks are correct 
● that your currently enrolled courses are listed 

It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that the information in OUAC and OCAS is accurate and to report any errors 
to their guidance counsellor as soon as possible. 
 

Undergraduate Scholarships: 
Check out these amazing scholarship opportunities from The Horatio Alger Association. The Horatio Alger 
Association is dedicated to facilitating the educational aspirations of promising Canadian undergraduates through its 
scholarship services. These scholarships are tailored to alleviate financial burdens and open doors to higher 
education for students who have displayed resilience and determination in the face of adversity. 
 

Community Hours:  

mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://forms.gle/qRPbCZmLRzUVQRjT8
https://forms.gle/qRPbCZmLRzUVQRjT8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UGGk9wJreol54C-KRSGdWMCkVbRLfZY9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UGGk9wJreol54C-KRSGdWMCkVbRLfZY9/view?usp=sharing
https://horatioalger.ca/scholarships-and-services/undergraduate-scholarships/


 

Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Course Change Requests: 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  
 

Dual Credit: 
Semester 2 Dual Credit courses are NOW OPEN! If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a College 
AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
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Friday January 10,  2025 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  
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Monday, Jan 13th Tuesday, Jan 14th  Wednesday, Jan .15th Thursday, Jan. 16th  Friday, Jan. 17th  

Grade 9 EQAO Grade 9 EQAO 
 

   

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Exams 
 

 
 

Grade 9 EQAO Math 
Grade 9 semester 1  students who are currently taking destreamed math will be writing the EQAO assessment of 
mathematics on January 14 and 15.  The online test will be administered over two days during students’ math classes.  
More information will be mailed directly to the families of students who are writing. Classroom teachers will support 
students in preparing and students/ families can also access the sample test using this link 

 
Understanding and Navigating the Education System - Families of YRDSB 
Black Students January Information Session 
Families, parents, caregivers, please join us on Monday, January 27, 2025, from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. for our monthly virtual 
meeting, where families of Black children come together to learn about resources and upcoming programs for Black 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://dwod99k06nyqh.cloudfront.net/#/en/test-auth/g9-sample/340/adaptive


 

students in both elementary and secondary schools.  Please see our flyer for more information and to register. 

Tenants Rights Workshop 
 Parents/Guardians are invited to the free Virtual Tenant Rights Workshops offered in partnership with the 
Canadian Centre for Housing Rights from January through April 2025.  Please see the attached flyer for more 
details. 

Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to 
the designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain 
accurate and up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 

❄Messages from Guidance❄ 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Dec. 9:  OYAP Pathways Information Session @ Richmond Hill HS 6:30-8:30 p.m.📅 
★ Dec. 9:  Durham College Application Workshop @ SDSS Main Hall 12:00-12:55 p.m. 🌟 
★ Dec. 12: Financial Aid/OSAP Presentation @ SDSS Library 12:00-12:55 p.m.💲 
★ Dec. 16: Registration for Remote Night School Opens (Tues & Thur Nights) - Register on MyBluePrint 

 
OYAP Pathways Information Session  

 
The Pathways Team in Curriculum & Instructional Services in collaboration with the York Catholic District School 
Board invites families of students in Grades 9-11 to attend a Skilled Trades and Technology Career Planning 
Information Night. The goal of this event is to inspire students to take their first step towards a career in industries 
that are constantly innovating, on the cutting edge of emerging technologies, and making a critical difference in 
people’s lives.  Students will have the opportunity to learn about some of Ontario’s 140+ trades through presentations 
and information booths. They will hear directly from the YRDSB Pathways team, tradespeople, and local employers 
about life-changing career opportunities. This event is taking place on Monday, December 9, 2024 from 6:30 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m.  at Richmond Hill High School (201 Yorkland Street, Richmond Hill, ON, L4S 1A2).   
  
Registration Process: 

● Students, their families and YRDSB educators are invited to register through our YRDSB Skilled Trades and 
Technology Open House Registration.   

● Schools can communicate this opportunity to your parent/guardian community using this Pathways to Skilled 
Trades and Technology flyer that can be included in school communications to families. 

 
Grade 12 Mark Uploads to OCAS & OUAC 

Guidance uploaded your semester 1 marks into OCAS on November 15 and to OUAC on November 19. We 
encourage students to log in to confirm the following: 

● your personal information is correct 
● that marks are correct 
● that your currently enrolled courses are listed 

It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that the information in OUAC and OCAS is accurate and to report any errors 
to their guidance counsellor as soon as possible. 
 

mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://forms.gle/qRPbCZmLRzUVQRjT8
https://forms.gle/qRPbCZmLRzUVQRjT8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UGGk9wJreol54C-KRSGdWMCkVbRLfZY9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UGGk9wJreol54C-KRSGdWMCkVbRLfZY9/view?usp=sharing


 

Undergraduate Scholarships: 
Check out these amazing scholarship opportunities from The Horatio Alger Association. The Horatio Alger 
Association is dedicated to facilitating the educational aspirations of promising Canadian undergraduates through its 
scholarship services. These scholarships are tailored to alleviate financial burdens and open doors to higher 
education for students who have displayed resilience and determination in the face of adversity. 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Course Change Requests: 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  
 

Dual Credit: 
Semester 2 Dual Credit courses are NOW OPEN! If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a College 
AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
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Friday December 13,  2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Dec. 16th  Tuesday, Dec. 17th  Wednesday, Dec. 18th Thursday, Dec. 19th  Friday, Dec. 20th 

Gr 11 Immunization 
Catch Up Clinic  
 
 

Staff/Student Volleyball 
at lunch 
 
Parkview Singalong at 
lunch 
 
Variety Show Dress 
Rehearsal 3:30pm to 
5:30pm 

Variety Show Dress 
Rehearsal 3:30pm to 
5:30pm 

 Variety Show P4 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Exams 
Please be advised that exams will be held from January 22nd to January 28th. Kindly refrain from booking any vacation 
or flexible medical appointments during this period.  More details will be provided at a later date. 
 

Grade 9 EQAO Math 
Grade 9 semester 1  students who are currently taking destreamed math will be writing the EQAO assessment of 
mathematics on January 14 and 15.  The online test will be administered over two days during students’ math classes.  
More information has been mailed directly to the families of students who are writing. Classroom teachers will support 
students in preparing and students/ families can also access the sample test using this link 
 

 

IGNITE TECHNOLOGY GRANT 

For students with SEA Technology 

 

 

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://dwod99k06nyqh.cloudfront.net/#/en/test-auth/g9-sample/340/adaptive


 

 

The Ignite Technology Grant is designed to create leadership opportunities, hone 

communication skills, and increase self-esteem for students with SEA equipment within 

their school community.  The goal is to bring awareness to the effective and successful use of 

technology for modern learning. 

 

Applications Open:  October 15, 2024  

Applications Close: December 6, 2024 
 

 

IGNITE your school and community now!  

Go to www.yrdsb.ca/ignite now to learn how! 
 

 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/ignite


 



 



 

Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to 
the designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain 
accurate and up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 

❄Messages from Guidance❄ 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Dec. 12: Financial Aid/OSAP Presentation @ SDSS Library 12:00-12:55 p.m.💲 
★ Dec. 16: Registration for Remote Night School Opens (Tues & Thur Nights) - Register on MyBluePrint 
★ Jan. 8:  Department Fair @ Lunch in the Main Hall🌟 

 
Registration for Remote Night School Opens  

 
Registration for virtual real-time (synchronous) classes will open on Monday December 16. Classes will be held on 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6:30-9:45 p.m. Students can sign up on MyBluePrint under continuing 
education or book an appointment with the guidance department. Check out the list of course offerings here 
 

Grade 12 Mark Uploads to OCAS & OUAC 
Guidance uploaded your semester 1 marks into OCAS on November 15 and to OUAC on November 19. We 
encourage students to log in to confirm the following: 

● your personal information is correct 
● that marks are correct 
● that your currently enrolled courses are listed 

It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that the information in OUAC and OCAS is accurate and to report any errors 
to their guidance counsellor as soon as possible. 
 

Undergraduate Scholarships: 
Check out these amazing scholarship opportunities from The Horatio Alger Association. The Horatio Alger 
Association is dedicated to facilitating the educational aspirations of promising Canadian undergraduates through its 
scholarship services. These scholarships are tailored to alleviate financial burdens and open doors to higher 
education for students who have displayed resilience and determination in the face of adversity. 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Course Change Requests: 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  

mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/adult-learning/night-school-credit-courses/night-school-courses-offered
https://horatioalger.ca/scholarships-and-services/undergraduate-scholarships/
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Dual Credit: 

Semester 2 Dual Credit courses are NOW OPEN! If you are a Grade 11 or 12 student interested in earning a College 
AND High School credit, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor today for more information.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 
 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
 
 

 
Dec. 20 
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Friday December 13,  2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Jan.  6th Tuesday, Jan. 7th  Wednesday, Jan. 8th  Thursday, Jan. 9th  Friday, January 10th 

Welcome Back! 
 
 
Staff Meeting in Library 
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 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Exams 
Please be advised that exams will be held from January 22nd to January 28th. Kindly refrain from booking any vacation 
or flexible medical appointments during this period.  In advance of exams in January, we wanted to attach a  copy of the 
January 2025 Exam Schedule.   We apologize for not including this in the original schedule, but students in community 
classes are expected to attend during the exam period, as regular programming will occur as outlined by the classroom 
teacher.     
 

Grade 9 EQAO Math 
Grade 9 semester 1  students who are currently taking destreamed math will be writing the EQAO assessment of 
mathematics on January 14 and 15.  The online test will be administered over two days during students’ math classes.  
More information has been mailed directly to the families of students who are writing. Classroom teachers will support 
students in preparing and students/ families can also access the sample test using this link 
 

Tamil Heritage Month (January)  
Tamil Heritage Month aims to celebrate the richness of the Tamil language and its literature, and highlight Tamil 
Canadians’ vibrant traditions, history, arts, and cultures. In addition, it seeks to recognize the significant contributions 
of Tamil Canadians in key areas of social, cultural, economic, and political spheres.  
 
Tamil is considered one of the oldest ancient classical languages. The roots of the Tamil language originated in the 
Sangam Literature period (300 BCE), and is believed to be over 3000 years old. The use of the term ‘Tamil’ can be found 
in the Tholkappiyam, the most ancient Tamil grammar text.  Tamil is an official language in South India, Sri Lanka, and 
Singapore, and Tamil speaking individuals can be predominately found in Malaysia, South Africa, North America, 
Western Europe and Singapore.  
 

Help for Science  
After the Winter Break, grade 9 & 10 science students have the opportunity to get help from science teachers during 
lunch.  Grade 10 students will be hosted in room 2061.  Grade 11 students should report to room 2063. 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
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Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Jan. 15: Deadline to Apply to Ontario Universities (OUAC)📅 
★ Feb. 1:  Deadline to Apply to Ontario College (OCAS) 📅 
★ Feb. 3:  Semester 2 Begins🌟 

 
Registration for Remote Night School Opens  

 
Registration for virtual real-time (synchronous) classes opened on Monday December 16. Classes will be held on 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6:30-9:45 p.m. Students can sign up on MyBluePrint under continuing 
education or book an appointment with the guidance department. Check out the list of course offerings here 
 

Undergraduate Scholarships: 
Check out these amazing scholarship opportunities from The Horatio Alger Association. The Horatio Alger 

mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
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Association is dedicated to facilitating the educational aspirations of promising Canadian undergraduates through its 
scholarship services. These scholarships are tailored to alleviate financial burdens and open doors to higher 
education for students who have displayed resilience and determination in the face of adversity. 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Course Change Requests: 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 
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Jan. 10 
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The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Jan 13th Tuesday, Jan 14th  Wednesday, Jan .15th Thursday, Jan. 16th  Friday, Jan. 17th  

 
 
 
 

Grade 9 EQAO 
 

Grade 9 EQAO   

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Exams 
Please see below for the exam schedule.  Students in community classes are expected to attend during the exam period, 
as regular programming will occur as outlined by the classroom teacher.   
 
Missed Examinations Policy 
All students are expected to write their final examinations during the scheduled date, time and place indicated on the 
exam schedule.  A student who misses an examination may receive a mark of zero as the final mark for the exam. 
 
Exceptional Circumstances 
In exceptional circumstances, alternate arrangements will be made to have the exam completed on a different date from 
the original schedule. If you have a question or need assistance please contact the office or Mr. Press at 
neil.press@yrdsb.ca 
 

   

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:neil.press@yrdsb.ca


 

 

Grade 9 EQAO Math 
Grade 9 semester 1  students who are currently taking destreamed math will be writing the EQAO assessment of 
mathematics on January 14 and 15.  The online test will be administered over two days during students’ math classes.  
More information has been mailed directly to the families of students who are writing. Classroom teachers will support 
students in preparing and students/ families can also access the sample test using this link 
 

Understanding and Navigating the Education System - Families of YRDSB 
Black Students January Information Session 
Families, parents, caregivers, please join us on Monday, January 27, 2025, from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. for our monthly virtual 
meeting, where families of Black children come together to learn about resources and upcoming programs for Black 
students in both elementary and secondary schools.  Please see the attached flyer for more information and to register. 

Tenants Rights Workshop 
Parents/Guardians are invited to the free Virtual Tenant Rights Workshops offered in partnership with the Canadian 
Centre for Housing Rights from January through April 2025. Please see the attached for more details. 

 
Tamil Heritage Month (January)  
Tamil Heritage Month aims to celebrate the richness of the Tamil language and its literature, and highlight Tamil 
Canadians’ vibrant traditions, history, arts, and cultures. In addition, it seeks to recognize the significant contributions 
of Tamil Canadians in key areas of social, cultural, economic, and political spheres.  
 
Tamil is considered one of the oldest ancient classical languages. The roots of the Tamil language originated in the 
Sangam Literature period (300 BCE), and is believed to be over 3000 years old. The use of the term ‘Tamil’ can be 
found in the Tholkappiyam, the most ancient Tamil grammar text.  Tamil is an official language in South India, Sri 
Lanka, and Singapore, and Tamil speaking individuals can be predominately found in Malaysia, South Africa, North 
America, Western Europe and Singapore.  
 

https://dwod99k06nyqh.cloudfront.net/#/en/test-auth/g9-sample/340/adaptive


 

 
 

Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 

mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca


 



 

 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Jan. 15: Deadline to Apply to Ontario Universities (OUAC)📅 
★ Feb. 1:  Deadline to Apply to Ontario College (OCAS) 📅 
★ Feb. 3:  Semester 2 Begins🌟 
★ Feb. 4-6: Guidance Pop-up Shops at Lunch in the Chill Zone  

 
Registration for Remote Night School Opens  

 
Registration for virtual real-time (synchronous) classes opened on Monday December 16. Classes will be held on 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6:30-9:45 p.m. Students can sign up on MyBluePrint under continuing 
education or book an appointment with the guidance department. Check out the list of course offerings here 
 

Undergraduate Scholarships: 
Check out these amazing scholarship opportunities from The Horatio Alger Association. The Horatio Alger 
Association is dedicated to facilitating the educational aspirations of promising Canadian undergraduates through its 
scholarship services. These scholarships are tailored to alleviate financial burdens and open doors to higher 
education for students who have displayed resilience and determination in the face of adversity. 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Course Change Requests: 
If you have any questions or want to change courses for Semester 2, please book an appointment on Teach Assist.  
 
If your child would like to DROP a course, please complete the following Drop Form and ensure you email the 
guidance department for approval BEFORE booking a guidance appointment. For Grade 11 and 12 students, 
before dropping a course, ensure you are on track to graduate on time.  
 
Reminder: If students book a guidance appointment, they are to come down to the guidance department at their 
selected time slot. The guidance team will not call into classrooms to interrupt lessons.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/adult-learning/night-school-credit-courses/night-school-courses-offered
https://horatioalger.ca/scholarships-and-services/undergraduate-scholarships/
https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca


 

LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 
 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
 
 
 
 

Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Dawn Laliberte, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  
Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday January 17,  2024 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Jan 20th Tuesday, Jan 21st Wednesday, Jan 22nd  Thursday,  Jan 23rd  Friday, Jan 24th  

 
 
 
 
 

 Exam Week Begins 
 
Period 1 Exams  

Period 2 Exams 
 

Period 3 Exams  
 
 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Exams 
Please see below for the exam schedule.  Students in community classes are expected to attend during the exam 
period, as regular programming will occur as outlined by the classroom teacher.   
 
Missed Examinations Policy 
All students are expected to write their final examinations during the scheduled date, time and place indicated on the 
exam schedule.  A student who misses an examination may receive a mark of zero as the final mark for the exam. 
 
Exceptional Circumstances 
In exceptional circumstances, alternate arrangements will be made to have the exam completed on a different date 
from the original schedule. If you have a question or need assistance please contact the office or Mr. Press at 
neil.press@yrdsb.ca 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:neil.press@yrdsb.ca


 

  
 

Tamil Heritage Month (January)  
Tamil Heritage Month aims to celebrate the richness of the Tamil language and its literature, and highlight Tamil 
Canadians’ vibrant traditions, history, arts, and cultures. In addition, it seeks to recognize the significant contributions 
of Tamil Canadians in key areas of social, cultural, economic, and political spheres.  
 
Tamil is considered one of the oldest ancient classical languages. The roots of the Tamil language originated in the 
Sangam Literature period (300 BCE), and is believed to be over 3000 years old. The use of the term ‘Tamil’ can be 
found in the Tholkappiyam, the most ancient Tamil grammar text.  Tamil is an official language in South India, Sri 
Lanka, and Singapore, and Tamil speaking individuals can be predominately found in Malaysia, South Africa, North 
America, Western Europe and Singapore.  
 



 



 

Lunar New Year 
Lunar New Year is a vibrant and meaningful cultural celebration embraced by many communities around the world. 
While it is particularly significant for individuals of East and Southeast Asian heritage, as well as other members of 
the Asian diaspora, its joyful spirit resonates with diverse cultures and families globally. This festive occasion marks 
the first day of the Lunar Calendar, with dates determined by the moon's cycles, typically falling between late January 
and early February. For some, this time of year also holds deep religious significance. 
 
Lunar New Year, also referred to as the Spring Festival, is a time when families and communities come together to 
celebrate and share in traditional foods and activities. Each culture brings its own unique customs to the occasion, 
creating a rich tapestry of celebration. Families gather to enjoy traditional meals, engage in meaningful rituals, and 
spend quality time with one another. Traditional customs may involve cleaning homes, settling debts, giving monetary 
gifts and mending relationships to signify a fresh start. Families may also perform rituals to honor their elders and 
ancestors. 

 

 
 
Recreation Subsidies 
York Region offers subsidies for recreation programs, day camps and youth overnight camps. Recreation programs 
and day camp subsidies provide children from families with low income the ability to take part in programs offered by 
the municipal recreation departments. The youth overnight camp funding helps eligible youth ages 12 to 17 attend an 
approved overnight camp. 



 

 
PLAY Program - Positive Leisure Activities for Youth 
Applications for the 2025 PLAY period will open January 8, 2025.  The PLAY program is available to eligible families 
to assist children ages four to 18 and single parents to access municipal recreation programs in the fall, winter, spring 
and summer. 

Eligibility 
Families who live in York Region, who have children and meet at least one of the following criteria may be eligible: 

● Receive Rent Subsidy, STAR and COHB 
● Receive Ontario Works, Ontario Disability Support Program or Assistance for Children with Severe Disabilities 
● Receive Child Care Fee Subsidy with an annual income of $43,000 or less 

How to Apply 
Applications only need to be submitted once per calendar year. If you received funding in a previous calendar year, 
you will need to submit a new application for the current year. You can apply online or by telephone: 

Online Application for Recreation Subsidy 

● Call: Access York at 1-877-464-9675 and ask about the PLAY program.  Due to a high volume of telephone 
inquiries, you may experience longer wait times. 

You will receive confirmation of your eligibility along with detailed municipal program registration instructions from 
York Region if your application is approved. Once you are approved, please check with your local municipality for 
program registration dates. 

Please review the Questions and Answers Guide for PLAY program for more information about the application 
process. 

Youth Overnight Camp 
Registration for 2025 youth overnight camp will open January 8, 2025.  Youth overnight camp subsidy is for children 
ages 12 to 17 and is available for camps during July and August. 

Eligibility 
Families who live in York Region, who have children and meet at least one of the following criteria may be eligible: 

● Receive Rent Subsidy, STAR and COHB 
● Live in one of the following communities, Housing York Inc., York Region non-profit Housing, Co-operative 

Housing Community in York Region 
● Receive Ontario Works, Ontario Disability Support Program or Assistance for Children with Severe Disabilities 
● Receive Child Care Fee Subsidy with an annual income of $43,000 or less 

How to Apply 
Applications only need to be submitted once per calendar year. If you received funding in a previous calendar year, 
you will need to submit a new application for the current year. You can apply online or by telephone: 

Online Application for Recreation Subsidy 

● Call: Access York at 1-877-464-9675 and ask about the PLAY program.  Due to a high volume of telephone 
inquiries, you may experience longer wait times. 

You will receive confirmation of your eligibility along with detailed municipal program registration instructions from 

https://www.york.ca/support/housing/applying-subsidized-housing
https://www.york.ca/support/ontario-works
https://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/en/mcss/programs/social/odsp/
http://www.children.gov.on.ca/htdocs/English/specialneeds/disabilities.aspx
https://www.york.ca/support/financial-assistance/child-care-fee-subsidy
https://www.york.ca/form/application-recreationsubsidy
https://www.york.ca/york-region/local-municipalities
https://www.york.ca/media/99376/download
https://www.york.ca/support/housing/applying-subsidized-housing
https://www.york.ca/node/43346
https://www.york.ca/support/ontario-works
https://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/en/mcss/programs/social/odsp/
http://www.children.gov.on.ca/htdocs/English/specialneeds/disabilities.aspx
https://www.york.ca/support/financial-assistance/child-care-fee-subsidy
https://www.york.ca/form/application-recreationsubsidy


 

York Region if your application is approved. Once you are approved, please check with your local municipality for 
program registration dates. 

Please review the Questions and Answers Guide for PLAY program for more information about the application 
process. 

Aquatic Leadership Programs 
Become a lifeguard and/or swim instructor through eligible PLAY-funded aquatic leadership programs. 
Aquatic leadership programs offer a unique opportunity for eligible youth and single parents to gain the skills needed 
to become recreation staff. Municipal recreation jobs offer rewarding seasonal part-time job opportunities with flexible 
hours and room for career growth. 

Approved Programs: 
● Ranger, Rookie and Star Patrol 
● Bronze Star 
● Bronze Medallion 
● Bronze Medallion with Emergency First Aid 
● Emergency First Aid 
● Bronze Cross 
● Bronze Cross with Standard First Aid 
● Standard First Aid 
● Assistant Instructor 
● National Lifeguard Certificate 
● National Lifeguard Instructor; or its equivalent, as approved by the Region 

Check out this resource from the Lifesaving Society – Canada for details on how to become a lifeguard. 

Eligibility 
Family members who are eligible for PLAY may access an unlimited number of approved leadership programs each 
season, regardless of their individual or combined cost. Unlimited leadership programs cannot be combined with 
regular recreation program enrollments. 

How to Apply 
Please see the application instructions in the PLAY section to apply for PLAY funding. Detailed registration 
instructions will be provided if you are eligible for PLAY funding. 

Once you are approved for PLAY, please check with your local municipality for program availability and registration 
dates. To work as a lifeguard or swim instructor in York Region, please check with your local municipality for a 
detailed list of job requirements and certifications. 

Leadership Training Programs 
York Region offers recreation subsidies to eligible youth to receive various certifications through local municipalities, 
including aquatic leadership programs, counsellor in training, babysitter courses and more. Leadership training is a 
great way to build confidence, meet new people and even help secure a part-time job. Through PLAY, eligible youth 
and single parents can enroll in the following leadership training opportunities and receive certifications 

● Home Alone/Safe at Home 
● Babysitter’s Course 
● Counsellor or Leader in Training programs 

https://www.york.ca/york-region/local-municipalities
https://www.york.ca/media/99376/download
https://www.lifesavingsociety.com/find-a-course.aspx
https://www.york.ca/york-region/local-municipalities
https://www.york.ca/york-region/local-municipalities


 

● High Five certification training 
● Volunteer Leadership Program (City of Vaughan) 
● Additional programs may be approved in consultation with municipal recreation departments 

Eligibility 
Family members who are eligible for PLAY may access an unlimited number of approved leadership programs each 
season, regardless of their individual or combined cost. Unlimited leadership programs cannot be combined with 
regular recreation program enrollments. 

How to Apply 
Please see the application instructions in the PLAY section to apply for PLAY funding. Detailed registration 
instructions will be provided if you are eligible for PLAY funding. 

Once you are approved for PLAY, please check with your local municipality for program availability and registration 
dates. 

Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 
 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Jan. 22-31:  Book appointments with guidance via email (see below) 
★ Feb. 1:  Deadline to Apply to Ontario College (OCAS) 📅 
★ Feb. 3:  Semester 2 Begins🌟 
★ Feb. 4-6: Guidance Pop-up Shops at Lunch in the main foyer 
★ NOW OPEN   Aquatic Leadership Program Registration for Semester 2🏊 
★ Feb. 7  Deadline for Semester 2 course changes is Friday February 7 at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Guidance Appointments During Exam Time (Jan. 22-31): 

Email your guidance counsellor to arrange an appointment between Wednesday January 22 - Friday January 31: 
Mrs. Hatanaka (A-G): ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca 
Mr. Ferrante (H-P): michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca 
Ms. Marinis (Q-Z): efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca  
 

Course Change Requests: 
 

Please note that the final date to make any requests for semester 2 changes is Friday February 7th at 3:30 p.m..  If 
your child would like to DROP a course or make any changes, please have them complete the following Drop Form 
and ensure an email is sent to sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca  for approval BEFORE they book a guidance appointment. 
Grade 11 and 12 students should ensure they are on track to graduate on time.  

https://www.york.ca/york-region/local-municipalities
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/aquatic-leadership-program
mailto:ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca
mailto:michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca
mailto:efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca
https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7


 

 
 Please note that changes may not be possible because many classes are currently full. Students should follow their 
current schedules so that counsellors are able to locate them in their class should a spot become available. 
 
 Between Wednesday January 22nd and Thursday January 30th , appointments can be made by emailing your 
counsellor: 

  

Mrs. Hatanaka (A-G): ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca 
 Mr. Ferrante (H-P): michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca 
 Ms. Marinis (Q-Z) & International Students: efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca  

 
Aquatic Leadership Program (Part 2): 

The Aquatic Leadership Program (Part 2) is offered in partnership between the York Region District School Board, 
Continuing Education, the Town of Aurora, and the Cities of Markham, Richmond Hill and Vaughan. The program 
uses a blended learning format consisting of pool instruction, face-to-face instruction and on-line learning to deliver 
Ministry of Education credits and Swim, Lifeguarding and Instructor Certifications. 
 
Students will also earn  1 Secondary School Credit – Recreation and Healthy Active Living Leadership, Grade 12 
University/College (PLF4M1) For more information visit the board’s website linked HERE and for registration use the 
link HERE  
 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 
 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
 
 

 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/aquatic-leadership-program
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/aquatic-leadership-program/aquatic-0
https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
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http://www.360kids.ca
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Jan. 24 
 

Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Dawn Laliberte, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  
Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday January 24,  2025 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 
 

Monday, Jan 27th Tuesday, Jan 28st Wednesday, Jan 29th  Thursday,  Jan 30th  Friday, Jan 31st  

Period 4 Exams 
 
 
 

Credit Rescue 
This day is for students 
who have pre-arranged 
with a teacher to 
complete work with the 
goal of earning a credit. 

Lunar New 
Year-Diamond Day 
Credit Rescue 

Exam / Mark Review 
Day (see schedule 
below) 
 

PA Day 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Exams 
Please see below for the exam schedule.  Students in community classes are expected to attend during the exam 
period, as regular programming will occur as outlined by the classroom teacher.   
 
Missed Examinations Policy 
All students are expected to write their final examinations during the scheduled date, time and place indicated on the 
exam schedule.  A student who misses an examination may receive a mark of zero as the final mark for the exam. 
 
Exceptional Circumstances 
In exceptional circumstances, alternate arrangements will be made to have the exam completed on a different date 
from the original schedule. If you have a question or need assistance please contact the office or Mr. Press at 
neil.press@yrdsb.ca 
 
 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:neil.press@yrdsb.ca


 

  
Mark Review Day Schedule - January 30, 2025 
 

Exam / Marks Review Day Schedule:  January 30th, 2025 
9:20-10:00 Period 1  

Classes held in regularly scheduled classrooms.  As students review their final 
evaluations, they can ask questions and gather feedback on their achievement.  

10:05-10:40 Period 2 
10:45-11:20 Period 3 
11:25-12:00 Period 4 
12:00-12:50 Lunch 
12:55-3:30 Conferencing 

with students 
Teachers must provide a sign on the door of each room in which they teach that 
indicates to students where they will be located within the school during the 
afternoon. 

 
 

Dear Families, 
 
It is with mixed emotion that we inform you that Dawn Laliberte, Principal, will be leaving SDSS at the end of January to 
assume the role of Principal of Continuing Education. We will miss her but wish her all the best in her role.  We are also 
pleased to welcome Ms. Schmidt, who will be our new Principal starting on February 3, 2025.   Welcome Ms. Schmidt! 
 
Semester 2 Timetable Changes 
Please note that the final date to make any requests for semester 2 changes is Friday February 7th at 3:30 p.m. If your 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l9g8XcJQSa3B9oeT0ZH1SYFF9Ji8B3fgTMUq0yfi_DU/edit


 

child would like to drop a course or make any changes, please have them complete the following Form and ensure an 
email is sent to sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca  for approval BEFORE they book a guidance appointment. Grade 11 and 12 
students should ensure they are on track to graduate on time.  

Please note that changes may not be possible because many classes are currently full. Students should follow their 
current schedules so that counsellors are able to locate them in their class should a spot become available. 
Between Wednesday January 22nd and Thursday January 30th , appointments can be made by emailing your 
counsellor: 

 Mrs. Hatanaka (A-G): ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca 
 Mr. Ferrante (H-P): michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca 
 Ms. Marinis (Q-Z) & International Students: efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca  

Grade 9 EQAO Math Results 

Students will receive their EQAO Math results from their Math teacher on Mark Review Day.   Families are reminded 
that EQAO Math is a multi-stage computer adaptive test, meaning that questions are adapted to the individual student’s 
performance as they progress through the modules. Parents are invited to review the scoring information posted by 
EQAO for more details. 

 
OSSLT Results 
If your child wrote the OSSLT in November, results have been emailed to all parent/guardians and students.  If you 
have any additional questions please contact Mr. Press at neil.press@yrdsb.ca.  

 
Lunar New Year 
Lunar New Year is a vibrant and meaningful cultural celebration embraced by many communities around the world. 
While it is particularly significant for individuals of East and Southeast Asian heritage, as well as other members of 
the Asian diaspora, its joyful spirit resonates with diverse cultures and families globally. This festive occasion marks 
the first day of the Lunar Calendar, with dates determined by the moon's cycles, typically falling between late January 
and early February. For some, this time of year also holds deep religious significance. 
 
Lunar New Year, also referred to as the Spring Festival, is a time when families and communities come together to 
celebrate and share in traditional foods and activities. Each culture brings its own unique customs to the occasion, 
creating a rich tapestry of celebration. Families gather to enjoy traditional meals, engage in meaningful rituals, and 
spend quality time with one another. Traditional customs may involve cleaning homes, settling debts, giving monetary 
gifts and mending relationships to signify a fresh start. Families may also perform rituals to honor their elders and 
ancestors. 

 
Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 
 
 

Messages from Guidance 

https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
https://www.eqao.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Framework-grade9-assessment-of-mathematics.pdf
https://www.eqao.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Framework-grade9-assessment-of-mathematics.pdf
mailto:neil.press@yrdsb.ca
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca


 

 
Upcoming Dates:  

 
★ Jan. 22-31:  Book appointments with guidance via email (see below) 
★ Feb. 1:  Deadline to Apply to Ontario College (OCAS) 📅 
★ Feb. 3:  Semester 2 Begins🌟 
★ Feb. 4-6: Guidance Pop-up Shops at Lunch in the Chill Zone  
★ NOW OPEN   Aquatic Leadership Program Registration for Semester 2🏊 
★ Feb. 7  Deadline for Semester 2 course changes is Friday February 7 at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Guidance Appointments During Exam Time (Jan. 22-31): 

Email your guidance counsellor to arrange an appointment between Wednesday January 22 - Thursday January 30: 
Mrs. Hatanaka (A-G): ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca 
Mr. Ferrante (H-P): michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca 
Ms. Marinis (Q-Z) & International Students: efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca  
 

Course Change Requests: 

Please note that the final date to make any requests for semester 2 changes is Friday February 7th at 3:30 p.m..   
 
If your child would like to DROP a course or make any changes, please have them complete the following Drop Form 
and ensure an email is sent to sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca  for approval BEFORE they book a guidance appointment. 
Grade 11 and 12 students should ensure they are on track to graduate on time before dropping a course.  

Please note that changes may not be possible because many classes are currently full. Students should follow their 
current schedules so that counsellors are able to locate them in their class should a spot become available. 
 
Between Wednesday January 22nd and Thursday January 30th , appointments can be made by emailing your 
counsellor: 

 Mrs. Hatanaka (A-G): ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca 
 Mr. Ferrante (H-P): michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca 
 Ms. Marinis (Q-Z) & International Students: efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca 

Summer School Courses: 
- If you decide to take a course in summer school and remove that course selection from MyBluePrint, YOU ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO GET THIS COURSE BACK if you end up NOT taking it during summer school.  
- If you decide to take a summer school course last minute or we are not aware, please note that courses to replace it 
in Sept. will be limited and guidance might need to select a course for you based on availability. 
 

Aquatic Leadership Program: 
The Aquatic Leadership Program is offered in partnership between the York Region District School Board, Continuing 
Education, the Town of Aurora, and the Cities of Markham, Richmond Hill and Vaughan. The program uses a blended 
learning format consisting of pool instruction, face-to-face instruction and on-line learning to deliver Ministry of 
Education credits and Swim, Lifeguarding and Instructor Certifications. 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/aquatic-leadership-program
mailto:ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca
mailto:michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca
mailto:efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca
https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca
mailto:efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca


 

If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 
 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
 
 
 

Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Melissa Schmidt, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  
Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday January 31,  2025 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 

Monday, Feb.3rd  Tuesday, Feb 4th  Wednesday, Feb 5th  Thursday, Feb 6th  Friday, Feb 7th  

 
 
 
 
 

 Gr 10 Course Selection 
Assembly P1 

Gr 9 Course Selection 
Assembly P1 
 
Lockdown Drill 1pm 

 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Message from Our Trustee, February 2025 
Welcome to the start of the second half of the school year.  

Congratulations to secondary school students who have completed exams and culminating activities and are ready to 
start a new semester, and to elementary school students for all their hard work in the first term. I want to remind 
families that when report cards are available, you can now access your child’s report card through the Family 

https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/family-dashboard


 

Dashboard.  

For students looking at course selection for next year, the Experience YRDSB pages on our website will let you explore 
the areas that interest you and learn more about the courses, programs and opportunities available in your secondary 
school.  

At the end of January, we recognized Lunar New Year, commemorating the first day of the Lunar calendar. Throughout 
the month, we also recognized Tamil Heritage Month. In February, we recognize Black History Month, I encourage you 
to check the Board calendar for upcoming events to celebrate Black excellence and recognize the contributions made by 
Black Canadians. You can also find information about other upcoming significant dates and events for families.  

The Student Trustee election process is underway for the 2025-2026 school year. Student Trustees play an essential 
role in our system, representing student voices at the Board table when we are making important decisions, and we 
greatly appreciate their contributions to our discussions. I would like to congratulate all of the students who put their 
names forward for the position and encourage all students in Grades 5-12 to take the time to vote.  

I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank current Student Trustees Hayden Lai and Mitusaan Kugathasan and 
Indigenous Student Trustee Natalie Pitawanakwat for their hard work, leadership and commitment to student voice.  

As a Board of Trustees, we have several important roles that affect the daily life in our schools and Board.  

One of those responsibilities is to set the policies that govern the operation of schools in YRDSB. Policies cover 
important topics, such as assessment and evaluation, field trips, homework, dress code, caring and safe schools, health 
supports, student leadership and more.  

We regularly review Board policies to ensure they are updated and reflect the current context, priorities and needs of 
our community and system. An important part of this process is inviting feedback from the community, including 
families. You can find a list of all policies and those currently out for comment on our Board website and I encourage you 
to take a look.  

Trustees are also responsible for setting the Board budget. As we prepare to plan for the 2025-2026 school year budget, 
we will be once again reaching out to families and inviting you to share your input and feedback. Please take the time to 
review this information when you receive it; your voice is an important part of the process.  

Semester 2 Timetable Changes 
Please note that the final date to make any requests for semester 2 changes is Friday February 7th at 3:30 p.m. If your 
child would like to drop a course or make any changes, please have them complete the following Form and ensure an 
email is sent to sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca  for approval BEFORE they book a guidance appointment. Grade 11 and 12 
students should ensure they are on track to graduate on time.  

Please note that changes may not be possible because many classes are currently full. Students should follow their 
current schedules so that counsellors are able to locate them in their class should a spot become available. 
Between Wednesday January 22nd and Thursday January 30th , appointments can be made by emailing your 
counsellor: 

 Mrs. Hatanaka (A-G): ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca 
 Mr. Ferrante (H-P): michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca 
 Ms. Marinis (Q-Z) & International Students: efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca  

Inclement Weather Bus or School Cancellations 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/family-dashboard
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school/choose-my-courses
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/secondary-school-programs-and-opportunities-sector
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/lunar-new-year
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/tamil-heritage-month
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/events/board-events
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/board-trustees/student-trustees/student-trustee-elections
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/policies-procedures-0
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP-305-AssessmentEvaluationandCommunicationofStudentLearningandAchievement
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/pol-642-FieldTrips
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP-320-Homework
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP-635-StudentDressCode
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP-668-CaringandSafeSchools
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP-662-StudentHealthSupports
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP-662-StudentHealthSupports
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/PP-672-StudentLeadershipandStudentVoice
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/director-education/multi-year-strategic-plan
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/policies-procedures
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/board-plans/budget
https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/pages/Transportation.aspx


 

With winter weather here, we want to share some important reminders for families. 

When an inclement weather or extreme cold day is declared, school transportation (including buses and taxis) is 
cancelled in the morning and afternoon. Schools will remain open. If you drive your child to school, or your child takes 
alternate transportation, you must make arrangements for your child to get home at the end of the day. Please call 
the school if your child will not be attending school on those days. Students will not be penalized for missing school 
on these days. 

There may be rare instances when emergency winter events occur and we need to close all schools and Board 
locations. Please take the time to make plans in the event of an emergency school closure. 

Information about transportation cancellations and Board closures will be shared through local media, Board and 
school websites and on X @YRDSB. 

Our process for extreme cold, inclement weather and emergency weather days is outlined in the Board’s Severe 
Weather policy.  

Attendance 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 
 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Jan. 22-31:  Book appointments with guidance via email (see below) 
★ Feb. 1:  Deadline to Apply to Ontario College (OCAS) 📅 
★ Feb. 3:  Semester 2 Begins🌟 
★ Feb. 4-6: Guidance Pop-up Shops at Lunch in the Chill Zone  
★ NOW OPEN   Aquatic Leadership Program Registration for Semester 2🏊 
★ Feb. 7  Deadline for Semester 2 course changes is Friday February 7 at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Guidance Appointments During Exam Time (Jan. 22-31): 

Email your guidance counsellor to arrange an appointment between Wednesday January 22 - Thursday January 30: 
Mrs. Hatanaka (A-G): ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca 
Mr. Ferrante (H-P): michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca 
Ms. Marinis (Q-Z) & International Students: efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca  
 

Course Change Requests: 

Please note that the final date to make any requests for semester 2 changes is Friday February 7th at 3:30 p.m..   
 
If your child would like to DROP a course or make any changes, please have them complete the following Drop Form 
and ensure an email is sent to sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca  for approval BEFORE they book a guidance appointment. 
Grade 11 and 12 students should ensure they are on track to graduate on time before dropping a course.  

Please note that changes may not be possible because many classes are currently full. Students should follow their 

http://www.yrdsb.ca
https://twitter.com/YRDSB
http://www.yrdsb.ca/boarddocs/Documents/PP-inclementweatherandemergencyconditionsdays-152.0.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/boarddocs/Documents/PP-inclementweatherandemergencyconditionsdays-152.0.pdf
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/aquatic-leadership-program
mailto:ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca
mailto:michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca
mailto:efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca
https://forms.gle/UqgaFckVi7yXnDZT7
mailto:sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca


 

current schedules so that counsellors are able to locate them in their class should a spot become available. 
 
Between Wednesday January 22nd and Thursday January 30th , appointments can be made by emailing your 
counsellor: 

 Mrs. Hatanaka (A-G): ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca 
 Mr. Ferrante (H-P): michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca 
 Ms. Marinis (Q-Z) & International Students: efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca 

Summer School Courses: 
- If you decide to take a course in summer school and remove that course selection from MyBluePrint, YOU ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO GET THIS COURSE BACK if you end up NOT taking it during summer school.  
- If you decide to take a summer school course last minute or we are not aware, please note that courses to replace it 
in Sept. will be limited and guidance might need to select a course for you based on availability. 
 

Aquatic Leadership Program: 
The Aquatic Leadership Program is offered in partnership between the York Region District School Board, Continuing 
Education, the Town of Aurora, and the Cities of Markham, Richmond Hill and Vaughan. The program uses a blended 
learning format consisting of pool instruction, face-to-face instruction and on-line learning to deliver Ministry of 
Education credits and Swim, Lifeguarding and Instructor Certifications. 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 
 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
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Feb. 7, 2025 

 

 

Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Melissa Schmidt, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  

Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday February 7,  2025 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 

Monday, Feb 10th  Tuesday, Feb 11th  Wednesday, Feb 12th  Thursday, Feb 13th  Friday, Feb 14h  

 
 
 
 
 

  BSA Trip  

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Report Cards and Family Dashboard 

The YRDSB Family Dashboard will give you one-stop access to information and applications related to your child’s 
education. It is designed to make it easier for you to engage with your child’s education.  Access the Family 
Dashboard at family.yrdsb.ca. 

Report Cards  

Term 1 Report Cards will be available in the Family Dashboard. Parents/guardians will receive an email letting you 
know when the report card is available for your child and how to access it.   

Setting Up Your Account  

If you do not have a Family Dashboard account, you can create one at any time by visiting family.yrdsb.ca, clicking 
on “No account?” and “Create one.”  *When creating an account, you must use the email address you have on file at 
your child’s school.  Detailed instructions and frequently asked questions are available at 
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/family-dashboard.   
 
Families are invited to share their feedback on the Family Dashboard through a short survey available in the 
Dashboard.  
 
 

Looking Ahead to Next Year 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://family.yrdsb.ca/
https://family.yrdsb.ca/
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/family-dashboard
https://forms.gle/AzmvSPye6vjRRK738


 

As we begin our planning for the 2025-2026 school year, we kindly ask you to inform the school office if your family 
has plans to move over the summer, or if your children will not be returning in September for any reason. This 
information helps us to ensure a smooth transition for all students and to make necessary staffing arrangements for 
the upcoming academic year.  
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated and helps us in planning effectively for the new school year.  

 

Grad Retakes and New Students 

New semester students can take the picture on the morning of February 19th.  For students that need a grad retake, 
please use this link to book an appointment Edge Imaging | Booking Your Appointment.       Edge Imaging also has 
a  Grad Studio that will be open on March 29 & 30th for missed appointments or retakes.  To book your appointment 
please visit this link: BOOK A PHOTO SESSION » Edge Imaging.  The code is QEX  Aurora Studio. 

 

Inclement Weather Bus or School Cancellations 

With winter weather here, we want to share some important reminders for families. 

When an inclement weather or extreme cold day is declared, school transportation (including buses and taxis) is 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fbooking.edgeimaging.ca%2f&c=E,1,6KEZrqYdoNwjtgCX6BLudJBqUWNUVOu-dpSn7wv143SJygiYt8KHX3Z20xTrhBWGnDBRBO8jUSzwkUXCvRe15xJgmhzCZkdnUOoddHTo8HHPHA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fedgeimaging.ca%2fen%2fbook-your-grad-session%2f&c=E,1,CvkAUfzHPvG8467VGMPgCz0uv9KLOQonz8jFIPLCvhtNt56owuoDVtBnE3vGFj8xFYF19Br42xJng4DzWRFob0L4wUsgRgZWlNUmjt0FZgZ3&typo=1
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/pages/Transportation.aspx


 

cancelled in the morning and afternoon. Schools will remain open. If you drive your child to school, or your child takes 
alternate transportation, you must make arrangements for your child to get home at the end of the day. Please call 
the school if your child will not be attending school on those days. Students will not be penalized for missing school 
on these days. 

There may be rare instances when emergency winter events occur and we need to close all schools and Board 
locations. Please take the time to make plans in the event of an emergency school closure. 

Information about transportation cancellations and Board closures will be shared through local media, Board and 
school websites and on X @YRDSB. 

Our process for extreme cold, inclement weather and emergency weather days is outlined in the Board’s Severe 
Weather policy.  

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca
https://twitter.com/YRDSB
http://www.yrdsb.ca/boarddocs/Documents/PP-inclementweatherandemergencyconditionsdays-152.0.pdf
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Parent/Caregiver Workshop Supporting Students of Chinese 
Heritage 

The YRDSB Community Care Social Work has been dedicated to offer this parent/caregiver virtual event to build 
community, support mental health, and promote healing. The session is offered for any parent/guardian of students of 
Chinese Heritage Parents, caregivers are invited to join this workshop and engage meaningful conversations that 
help students strive at school. Tips on ways that help strengthen family relationships and emotional wellbeing will be 
shared. This will be a free virtual event.  

A Compassionate Approach to Support Your Child’s Emotional Well-being 

Feb 25th, 2025 at 6:00pm-7:00pm Mandarin Session:  Registration for Mandarin Session   

Feb 25th, 2025 at 7:00pm-8:00pm Cantonese Session:  Registration for Cantonese Session  
 
Please email charmaine.tong@yrdsb.ca if you have any questions or difficulties in accessing the registration link. 
Thank you 

 
Attendance 
 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 
 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Jan. 22-31:  Book appointments with guidance via email (see below) 
★ Feb. 1:  Deadline to Apply to Ontario College (OCAS) 📅 
★ Feb. 3:  Semester 2 Begins🌟 
★ Feb. 4-6: Guidance Pop-up Shops at Lunch in the Chill Zone  
★ NOW OPEN   Aquatic Leadership Program Registration for Semester 2🏊 
★ Feb. 7  Deadline for Semester 2 course changes is Friday February 7 at 3:30 p.m. 

 
Guidance Appointments During Exam Time (Jan. 22-31): 

Email your guidance counsellor to arrange an appointment between Wednesday January 22 - Thursday January 30: 
Mrs. Hatanaka (A-G): ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca 
Mr. Ferrante (H-P): michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca 
Ms. Marinis (Q-Z) & International Students: efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca  
 

Course Change Requests: 

Please note that the final date to make any requests for semester 2 changes is Friday February 7th at 3:30 p.m..   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsJ_HOnZwdphgxI5MhMITt2BipOveTkSUmIpxtctNs_vPiEw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-DUdKBK1ojeCSgXLj8wokg-T9We30D-upDzOoTyoFSMG0Nw/viewform?usp=header
mailto:charmaine.tong@yrdsb.ca
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/aquatic-leadership-program
mailto:ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca
mailto:michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca
mailto:efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca


 

 
If your child would like to DROP a course or make any changes, please have them complete the following Drop Form 
and ensure an email is sent to sdss.guidance@yrdsb.ca  for approval BEFORE they book a guidance appointment. 
Grade 11 and 12 students should ensure they are on track to graduate on time before dropping a course.  

Please note that changes may not be possible because many classes are currently full. Students should follow their 
current schedules so that counsellors are able to locate them in their class should a spot become available. 
 
Between Wednesday January 22nd and Thursday January 30th , appointments can be made by emailing your 
counsellor: 

 Mrs. Hatanaka (A-G): ainsley.hatanaka@yrdsb.ca 
 Mr. Ferrante (H-P): michael.ferrante@yrdsb.ca 
 Ms. Marinis (Q-Z) & International Students: efy.marinis@yrdsb.ca 

Summer School Courses: 
- If you decide to take a course in summer school and remove that course selection from MyBluePrint, YOU ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO GET THIS COURSE BACK if you end up NOT taking it during summer school.  
- If you decide to take a summer school course last minute or we are not aware, please note that courses to replace it 
in Sept. will be limited and guidance might need to select a course for you based on availability. 
 

Aquatic Leadership Program: 
The Aquatic Leadership Program is offered in partnership between the York Region District School Board, Continuing 
Education, the Town of Aurora, and the Cities of Markham, Richmond Hill and Vaughan. The program uses a blended 
learning format consisting of pool instruction, face-to-face instruction and on-line learning to deliver Ministry of 
Education credits and Swim, Lifeguarding and Instructor Certifications. 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 
 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
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Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Melissa Schmidt, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  

Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday February 14,  2025 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 

Monday, Feb 17th  Tuesday, Feb 18th  Wednesday, Feb 19th  Thursday, Feb 20th  Friday, Feb 21st  

 
Family Day (No 
Classes) 
 
 
 

 Grad Photo Retake Day 
 
New Semester 2 
Student Picture Day 
 
Europe Trip 
Information Meeting @ 
6:30pm in the Library 

Lunchtime 
Whitchurch-Stouffville 
Public Library Visit 

 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Looking Ahead to Next Year 
As we begin our planning for the 2025-2026 school year, we kindly ask you to inform the school office if your family 
has plans to move over the summer, or if your children will not be returning in September for any reason. This 
information helps us to ensure a smooth transition for all students and to make necessary staffing arrangements for 
the upcoming academic year. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated and helps us in planning effectively for the new 
school year.  

Grad Retakes and New Students 

New semester students can take the picture on the morning of February 19th.  For students that need a grad retake, 
please use this link to book an appointment Edge Imaging | Booking Your Appointment.       Edge Imaging also has 
a  Grad Studio that will be open on March 29 & 30th for missed appointments or retakes.  To book your appointment 
please visit this link: BOOK A PHOTO SESSION » Edge Imaging.  The code is QEX  Aurora Studio. 

Student Trustee Elections 

Each year, students in Grades 5-12 have the opportunity to vote for the two student trustees who will represent their 
voice across the York Region District School Board. Voting takes place between February 18-19, 2025.  You can 
learn more about the final four candidates and watch an all-candidates panel discussion at 
www.yrdsb.ca/studenttrustees. This is an excellent opportunity to hear directly from each candidate and their views 
and thoughts on issues that concern all YRDSB students. All students in grades 5-12 are encouraged to watch.  

Information on how to vote will be shared with eligible students via GAPPS email when voting opens February 18.  

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fbooking.edgeimaging.ca%2f&c=E,1,6KEZrqYdoNwjtgCX6BLudJBqUWNUVOu-dpSn7wv143SJygiYt8KHX3Z20xTrhBWGnDBRBO8jUSzwkUXCvRe15xJgmhzCZkdnUOoddHTo8HHPHA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fedgeimaging.ca%2fen%2fbook-your-grad-session%2f&c=E,1,CvkAUfzHPvG8467VGMPgCz0uv9KLOQonz8jFIPLCvhtNt56owuoDVtBnE3vGFj8xFYF19Br42xJng4DzWRFob0L4wUsgRgZWlNUmjt0FZgZ3&typo=1
http://www.yrdsb.ca/studenttrustees


 



 

Chinese Arts and Literary Festival 

The Chinese Arts and Literary Festival 2025 aims to deepen participants’ understanding of Chinese cultural heritage, 
promote appreciation and respect for cultural diversity, and enhance social harmony. If you are interested, please 
register by March 5, 2025. 

Jewish family and Child Service Workshop 

Those interested are invited to Join the Roots, Rauch and Resilience Group Workshop hosted by Jewish Family and 
Child Service for a 4-week group workshop starting on March 4, 2025 for students in Grades 6-8. Dinner will be 
served.  

 
Attendance 
 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 
 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ NOW OPEN   Aquatic Leadership Program Registration for Semester 2🏊 
★ NOW OPEN Summer School Co-op Registration  
★ Feb. 21 Deadline for 2025/2026 course selection is Friday February 21 at 4:00 p.m. 

 
Course Selection for 2025/2026: 

Students have until February 21st at 4:00 p.m. to submit their courses for next year. Some reminders: 
·       Grade 12 students not returning should still follow the process and enter ‘not returning’ into myBlueprint by 
Feb 21st. 
·       Grade 9-11 students should select 8 courses plus 2 alternates 
·       If students plan on taking summer school, they should fill out the 'Summer School Intent Form' and not 
choose that course in their selection (they can also write guidance a note in the message bubble that pops up if 
an error appears) 
·       Students should choose alternates that they are willing to take as it might be selected to be on their 
timetable 
·       Research what you need for post-secondary pathways and make choices that are right for YOU! 
·       If students sign up for co-op, they should fill out the link attached 
·       Once students click submit, they need to enter a parent/caregiver's email and have them approve it. 
 

Summer School Courses: 
- If you decide to take a course in summer school and remove that course selection from MyBluePrint, YOU ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO GET THIS COURSE BACK if you end up NOT taking it during summer school.  
- If you decide to take a summer school course last minute or we are not aware, please note that courses to replace it 
in Sept. will be limited and guidance might need to select a course for you based on availability. 

https://www.cccgt.org/calf/
https://www.jfandcs.com/health-wellness
https://www.jfandcs.com/health-wellness
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/aquatic-leadership-program


 

 
Aquatic Leadership Program: 

The Aquatic Leadership Program is offered in partnership between the York Region District School Board, Continuing 
Education, the Town of Aurora, and the Cities of Markham, Richmond Hill and Vaughan. The program uses a blended 
learning format consisting of pool instruction, face-to-face instruction and on-line learning to deliver Ministry of 
Education credits and Swim, Lifeguarding and Instructor Certifications. 
 

Summer School Co-op: 
 
If students are interested in a co-op opportunity this summer, there are various opportunities available to them: 
- SHSM 2 Credit Co-op (Mackenzie Health/Cortellucci Hospital and Scarborough Network) 
-2 credit co-op 
-1 credit co-op 
-1 credit ALEP 
Grade 12 students who could not fit co-op into their regular timetables and require it for graduation will be 
given priority. Check out the flyer attached for details about each opportunity (important dates and deadlines) Our 
Guidance Team is available if students/parents have any questions.  Deadlines are approaching quickly. 
 

Grade 12 Marks Uploaded to OCAS/OUAC 
Guidance uploaded marks for semester 2 into OUAC/OCAS on February 14th. We encourage students to log in to 
confirm the following: 

·       their personal information is correct 

·       that marks are correct 

·       that their currently enrolled courses are listed 

It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that the information in OUAC and OCAS is accurate and to report 
any errors to their guidance counsellor as soon as possible. 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca


 

Check us out on Instagram… 
 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Melissa Schmidt, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  

Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday February 21,  2025 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 

Monday, Feb. 24 Tuesday, Feb. 25 Wednesday, Feb. 26 Thursday, Feb. 27 Friday, Feb. 28 

School Council 
Meeting 

 Waterloo Math Contest 
P1 
 

 Sr. Band to York 
University Music Festival 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Looking Ahead to Next Year 
As we begin our planning for the 2025-2026 school year, we kindly ask you to inform the school office if your family 
has plans to move over the summer, or if your children will not be returning in September for any reason. This 
information helps us to ensure a smooth transition for all students and to make necessary staffing arrangements for 
the upcoming academic year. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated and helps us in planning effectively for the new 
school year.  

Newmarket African Caribbean Canadian Association 
Scholarships 

In 2025, NACCA will award scholarships to up to 11 students, providing them with financial support as they pursue 
their educational goals. Applicants must apply by March 31, 2025 to be considered; winners to be announced early 
June. We have some new scholarships to announce. 

● The Health Field Scholarship for $2500 is for students who are entering health-related fields such as 
medicine, nursing, public health, or other healthcare disciplines. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx


 

● Rightsline Computer Science Scholarship for $5,000 per year (for four years) + Internship (New for 2025). 
Awarded to a student pursuing computer science, technology, or a related field. 

For more information or application to all the scholarships, please visit the NACCA website for scholarships. 

Chinese Heritage Month 

In December of 2024, the government of Ontario proclaimed February to be Chinese Heritage Month. Since the 18th 
century, the Chinese community has made a significant impact on the social, cultural, economic and political 
landscapes in Ontario. Ontario is home to more than 820,000 people of Chinese origin. February is of particular 
importance for the Chinese community as it may be when Chinese New Year and related celebrations take place. 
Chinese New Year is usually celebrated on the second new moon following the winter solstice. This year, Chinese 
New Year was celebrated on Wednesday, January 29th, 2025. By designating February as Chinese Heritage Month, 
the York Region District School Board honors the identities, diverse experiences and achievements of Chinese 
students, families and staff in our school board. 

Discover Europe in March of 2026!  

https://www.naccacommunity.ca/scholarship-award-2025.html#/


 



 

Black History Month Celebration for Youth 
 
Join York Regional Police at the Community Safety Village, in Bruce's Mill Conservation Area, for a youth event 
aimed at increasing awareness and understanding of Black History Month celebrations.  More information can be 
found here Black History Month Celebration for Youth in York Region 
 

OSSLT  
The OSSLT (Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test) for previously eligible students and those unsuccessful in 
semester one, will take place on April 3rd in the library and room 1033.  We are offering an After School Literacy 
Program to support our students.   If you or your child is interested, the registration google form is embedded in the 
link below.  Please be aware that you will need to logged into your students gapps account in order to fill out the form.  
As well, Student Services will begin reaching out to students regarding accommodations.  ASLP Letter to Families 
Feb 2025 - Google Docs  

Attendance 
 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 
 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ NOW OPEN   Aquatic Leadership Program Registration for Semester 2🏊 
★ NOW OPEN Summer School Co-op Registration  
★ Feb. 21 Deadline for 2025/2026 course selection is Friday February 21 at 4:00 p.m. 
★ Apr. 12 US College Expo @ Roy Thomson Hall, Toronto: Pre-register @ uscollegeexpo.com  

 
Course Selection for 2025/2026: 

Students have until February 21st at 4:00 p.m. to submit their courses for next year. Some reminders: 
·       Grade 12 students not returning should still follow the process and enter ‘not returning’ into myBlueprint by 
Feb 21st. 
·       Grade 9-11 students should select 8 courses plus 2 alternates 
·       If students plan on taking summer school, they should fill out the 'Summer School Intent Form' and not 
choose that course in their selection (they can also write guidance a note in the message bubble that pops up if 
an error appears) 
·       Students should choose alternates that they are willing to take as it might be selected to be on their 
timetable 
·       Research what you need for post-secondary pathways and make choices that are right for YOU! 
·       If students sign up for co-op, they should fill out the link attached 
·       Once students click submit, they need to enter a parent/caregiver's email and have them approve it. 
 

Summer School Courses: 

https://calendar.yrp.ca/yrpinternal/Detail/2025-03-01-1300-Black-History-Month-Celebration-for-Youth-in-York-
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D6KW3Kk0G4oILPMwk68uilleysfSnXkXo7IO8X73hko/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D6KW3Kk0G4oILPMwk68uilleysfSnXkXo7IO8X73hko/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/aquatic-leadership-program
https://uscollegeexpo.com/


 

- If you decide to take a course in summer school and remove that course selection from MyBluePrint, YOU ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO GET THIS COURSE BACK if you end up NOT taking it during summer school.  
- If you decide to take a summer school course last minute or we are not aware, please note that courses to replace it 
in Sept. will be limited and guidance might need to select a course for you based on availability. 
 

Aquatic Leadership Program: 
The Aquatic Leadership Program is offered in partnership between the York Region District School Board, Continuing 
Education, the Town of Aurora, and the Cities of Markham, Richmond Hill and Vaughan. The program uses a blended 
learning format consisting of pool instruction, face-to-face instruction and on-line learning to deliver Ministry of 
Education credits and Swim, Lifeguarding and Instructor Certifications. 
 

Summer School Co-op: 
 
If students are interested in a co-op opportunity this summer, there are various opportunities available to them: 
- SHSM 2 Credit Co-op (Mackenzie Health/Cortellucci Hospital and Scarborough Network) 
-2 credit co-op 
-1 credit co-op 
-1 credit ALEP 
Grade 12 students who could not fit co-op into their regular timetables and require it for graduation will be 
given priority. Check out the flyer attached for details about each opportunity (important dates and deadlines) Our 
Guidance Team is available if students/parents have any questions.  Deadlines are approaching quickly. 
 

Grade 12 Marks Uploaded to OCAS/OUAC 
Guidance uploaded marks for semester 2 into OUAC/OCAS on February 14th. We encourage students to log in to 
confirm the following: 

·       their personal information is correct 

·       that marks are correct 

·       that their currently enrolled courses are listed 

It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that the information in OUAC and OCAS is accurate and to report 
any errors to their guidance counsellor as soon as possible. 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 

https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca


 

Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 
 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
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Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Melissa Schmidt, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  

Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday February 28,  2025 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 

Monday, Mar. 3 Tuesday, Mar. 4 Wednesday, Mar. 5  Thursday, Mar. 6 Friday, Mar. 7 

Staff Meeting 3:45 pm 
in the Library  
 
 
 
 

PEACE Assembly  P1 (Gr. 
9 & 10)  & P2 (Gr. 11 & 12) 

   

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

Discover Europe in March of 2026!  

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx


 



 

OSSLT  
Unfortunately, due to low enrollment, we are unable to run the After School Literacy Program.   However, we will be 
offering lunch time sessions in the library (dates to come) and continuing to include updates in the Parent Bulletin.   If 
your child needs additional supports or information sessions, please reach out to Ms. Taccone in the Student 
Services Department or Vice Principal, Mr. Press. 

Hellenic Heritage Month 
In 2019, the Government of Ontario proclaimed March as Hellenic Heritage Month. There are over 270,000 
Canadians of Hellenic or Greek descent living in Canada, with more than half residing in Ontario. Since the early 
nineteenth century, immigrants from Greece have made significant contributions to Ontario’s culture, economy, and 
various fields such as education, law, medicine, science, and politics. Greece’s vast history, including its structures for 
democratic governance, philosophy, and scientific methodologies, have influenced many present-day practices and 
structures in Canada. Greek Independence Day, celebrated on March 25, marks Greece’s liberation from the 
Ottoman Empire in 1821. By designating March as Hellenic Heritage Month, the York Region District School Board 
honors the identities, diverse experiences and achievements of Greek students, families and staff in our school 
board. 



 



 

Bangladeshi Heritage Month 
In 2016, the Government of Ontario proclaimed March as Bangladeshi Heritage Month. Ontario is home to over 
50,000 people of Bengali heritage who have made significant contributions to the province’s scientific, cultural, 
athletic, and political development. Every year on March 26th, Bangladeshis worldwide celebrate Independence Day, 
commemorating their nation’s independence in 1971 with music, parades, and various gatherings. By designating 
March as Bangladeshi Heritage Month, the York Region District School Board honors the identities, diverse 
experiences and achievements of Bangladeshi students, families and staff in our school board. 

International Women’s Day 
International Women's Day has been recognized for over a century, with the first IWD gathering of over a million 
people in 1911. In 1977, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution calling on member states to 
proclaim a day for women's rights and gender parity. Following the United Nations' lead, Canada declared March 8 as 
International Women's Day. To achieve a gender equal world, it is essential to notice and name the existing inequality 
and examine and challenge unconscious biases and harmful gender-based stereotypes. The International Women's 
Day 2025 campaign exemplifies this commitment through the theme of #AccelerateAction. To learn more about 
International Women’s Day, visit: International Women's Day 2025 campaign theme: #AccelerateAction 

Easter Seals Ontario Post-Secondary Scholarships  

To support students with physical disabilities, online scholarship applications are currently being accepted. The 
deadline to apply is Thursday, April 17, 2025.  This year, scholarships range from $500-$2,500 and include: 

● ESO Board of Directors Scholarship 
● Hodglynn Holsteins Scholarship 
● Connie O’Connor Memorial Scholarship 
● ESO Scholarships (5 available) 
● Hira Scholarships (2 available) 
● John Domenic Caggiula Memorial Scholarship 
● Kevin and Christy Kelly Scholarship 
● Sal Iacono Family Bursary Endowment Fund 
● Truelove Dell Scholarship Fund 
● Ursula Carsen Scholarship 
● Erica Vanclief Memorial Scholarship 
● Vigneswaran Scholarship 
● Karen, Mark and Quinn Smith Scholarship 

 Please visit the scholarships page for more information, criteria and the online application. If you have any further 
questions, please contact Olivia at scholarships@easterseals.org. 

Persian Heritage Month 
In 2021 the government of Ontario proclaimed March as Persian Heritage Month to recognize the contributions of 
over 200,000 Ontarians of Persian descent. Since the 1970s to present day, the Persian community have played a 
significant role in shaping the province’s economic, political, social, and cultural landscape. Rooted in one of the 
world’s oldest civilizations, Persian culture has enriched Ontario's identity for generations. In the month of March, 
millions of Persians from around the world celebrate Nowruz, the beginning of their new year with a special 

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Theme
https://services.easterseals.org/other-programs/scholarships/


 

significance of the relationship between nature and human life. By designating March as Persian Heritage Month, the 
York Region District School Board honors the identities, diverse experiences and achievements of Persian students, 
families and staff in our school board. 

Attendance 
 
To report any student absences or late arrivals during this academic year, please direct all correspondence to the 
designated email address: stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca.  This ensures that our records remain accurate and 
up-to-date, allowing us to provide the best possible support to our students and community. 
 
 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Now Open Summer School Co-op Registration  
★ March 3  TMU Visit @ Lunch in the Main Hall🏫 
★ April 12 US College Expo @ Roy Thomson Hall, Toronto: Pre-register @ uscollegeexpo.com  

 
Course Selection for 2025/2026: 

Parents/guardians, please check your email for course selection confirmation. There will be another chance after 
March Break if you would like to make any course changes.  
 

Summer School Courses: 
- If you decide to take a course in summer school and remove that course selection from MyBluePrint, YOU ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO GET THIS COURSE BACK if you end up NOT taking it during summer school.  
- If you decide to take a summer school course last minute or we are not aware, please note that courses to replace it 
in Sept. will be limited and guidance might need to select a course for you based on availability. 
 

Summer School Co-op: 
 
If students are interested in a co-op opportunity this summer, there are various opportunities available to them: 
- SHSM 2 Credit Co-op (Mackenzie Health/Cortellucci Hospital and Scarborough Network) 
-2 credit co-op 
-1 credit co-op 
-1 credit ALEP 
Grade 12 students who could not fit co-op into their regular timetables and require it for graduation will be 
given priority. Check out the flyer attached for details about each opportunity (important dates and deadlines) Our 
Guidance Team is available if students/parents have any questions.  Deadlines are approaching quickly. 
 

Grade 12 Marks Uploaded to OCAS/OUAC 
Guidance uploaded marks for semester 2 into OUAC/OCAS on February 14th. We encourage students to log in to 
confirm the following: 

·       their personal information is correct 

·       that marks are correct 

mailto:stouffville.dss.attendance@yrdsb.ca
https://uscollegeexpo.com/


 

·       that their currently enrolled courses are listed 

It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that the information in OUAC and OCAS is accurate and to report 
any errors to their guidance counsellor as soon as possible. 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 
 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spartan Speaks - Stouffville District Secondary School 
Melissa Schmidt, Principal - Jennifer Thom, Vice-Principal --Neil Press Vice-Principal  905-640-1433  

Melanie Wright, School Trustee,  Aurora and Whitchurch-Stouffville (289) 221-7393 

 

 
Friday March 5,  2025 

The Week Ahead at a Glance:  

 
 

https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca


 

Monday, Mar, 10 Tuesday, Mar, 11 Wednesday, Mar. 12  Thursday, Mar. 13 Friday, Mar. 14 

March Break 
 
 
 
 

March Break March Break March Break March Break 

 
 

 
 More upcoming dates can be found on our school website. 
 

New Attendance Management Procedure 
Student learning and achievement are strongly connected to attendance. In an effort to support our students’ 
achievement and well-being, we will be beginning a new management procedure to reinforce the importance of being 
in class consistently.  Starting after the March Break, students with 5 absences will be contacted by Student Success. 
At 7 absences an administrator may be in contact. Consequences may include lunch time detentions.   

Graduation 
We would like to remind all graduating students and their families that the School Cash Posting for Graduation is now 
open. If you haven’t made your purchase yet, please do so as soon as possible. The posting will close on March 
28th.  

Militia Co-op Presentations:  
 On Thursday March 27th (period 2), all grade 10 and 11 students are invited to attend a special presentation led by 
Sgt Karistinos of the 32 Canadian Brigade Group. This presentation will outline the opportunity for a semester 2 paid, 
4-credit co-op position as an entry plan into the Canadian Armed Forces Primary Reserve. This paid opportunity 
equates to approximately $9,000 for the duration of the COOP. Summer Employment after the COOP is also 
available, which equates to another $7,500 if the student works July and August. Successful applicants will complete 
the same basic training that any member of the Reserves must take. Their Reserve service is non-contractual 
however students are encouraged to continue their military career on a part-time basis after COOP ends. 

Training will be held at a local armoury (Aurora) 4 to 5 days a week from 8am to 5pm. Training includes, but is not 
limited to, weapons handling on the C7 assault rifle, standard first aid with CPR from St. Johns ambulance, 
navigation using map and compass, military regulations, drill/marching and physical fitness. During the field portion 
students will be bused to a Canadian Armed Forces base, meals and accommodation will be provided. 

Any students that self-identify as First Nation, Métis or Inuit are invited to attend a second presentation led by Sgt 
Karistinos of the 32 Canadian Brigade Group at 12:00 in the library. 

Sgt Karistinos will be presenting a unique military training program that combines Indigenous culture and teachings 
with military training that will help participants develop valuable skills such as self-confidence, self-discipline, 
teamwork, time management, respect and fitness. Participants train in Meaford, Ontario. The eight- week program is 
conducted from early July to late August each year. Grey Wolf is an established military training program for which 
students may gain credits through the provincial education system. See 
https://www.canada.ca/en/army/services/grey-wolf.html for more information. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stouffvilledistrict.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.canada.ca/en/army/services/grey-wolf.html


 

 

Discover Europe in March of 2026!  



 



 

OSSLT  
Unfortunately, due to low enrollment, we are unable to run the After School Literacy Program.   However, we will be 
offering lunch time sessions in the library (please check the following LINK) and continuing to include updates in the 
Parent Bulletin.   If your child needs additional support or information sessions, please reach out to Ms. Taccone in 
the Student Services Department or Vice Principal, Mr. Press. 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews – April 3rd 6:30-8:30 
In advance of Parent’s Night, please check the following link for information.  In order to access the link above, please 

login to your students gapps account. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WlrjUnsNeDERgO4cy1kHW4I8n9pQvrlyf8wtLMq64ro/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fRCo9ySzo54KiFk3Fga7A-wWvj_gx5h4nvcx8ZyvUYI/edit?tab=t.0


 



 



 

 

 

Hellenic Heritage Month 
In 2019, the Government of Ontario proclaimed March as Hellenic Heritage Month. There are over 270,000 
Canadians of Hellenic or Greek descent living in Canada, with more than half residing in Ontario. Since the early 
nineteenth century, immigrants from Greece have made significant contributions to Ontario’s culture, economy, and 
various fields such as education, law, medicine, science, and politics. Greece’s vast history, including its structures for 
democratic governance, philosophy, and scientific methodologies, have influenced many present-day practices and 
structures in Canada. Greek Independence Day, celebrated on March 25, marks Greece’s liberation from the 
Ottoman Empire in 1821. By designating March as Hellenic Heritage Month, the York Region District School Board 
honors the identities, diverse experiences and achievements of Greek students, families and staff in our school 
board. 

Persian Heritage Month 
In 2021 the government of Ontario proclaimed March as Persian Heritage Month to recognize the contributions of 
over 200,000 Ontarians of Persian descent. Since the 1970s to present day, the Persian community have played a 
significant role in shaping the province’s economic, political, social, and cultural landscape. Rooted in one of the 
world’s oldest civilizations, Persian culture has enriched Ontario's identity for generations. In the month of March, 
millions of Persians from around the world celebrate Nowruz, the beginning of their new year with a special 
significance of the relationship between nature and human life. By designating March as Persian Heritage Month, the 



 

York Region District School Board honors the identities, diverse experiences and achievements of Persian students, 
families and staff in our school board. 

Bangladeshi Heritage Month 
In 2016, the Government of Ontario proclaimed March as Bangladeshi Heritage Month. Ontario is home to over 
50,000 people of Bengali heritage who have made significant contributions to the province’s scientific, cultural, 
athletic, and political development. Every year on March 26th, Bangladeshis worldwide celebrate Independence Day, 
commemorating their nation’s independence in 1971 with music, parades, and various gatherings. By designating 
March as Bangladeshi Heritage Month, the York Region District School Board honors the identities, diverse 
experiences and achievements of Bangladeshi students, families and staff in our school board. 

 

 
 
 

Messages from Guidance 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 

★ Now Open Summer School Co-op Registration  
★ April 12 US College Expo @ Roy Thomson Hall, Toronto: Pre-register @ uscollegeexpo.com  

 
Course Selection for 2025/2026: 

Parents/guardians, please check your email for course selection confirmation. There will be another chance after 
March Break if you would like to make any course changes.  
 

Summer School Courses: 
- If you decide to take a course in summer school and remove that course selection from MyBluePrint, YOU ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO GET THIS COURSE BACK if you end up NOT taking it during summer school.  
- If you decide to take a summer school course last minute or we are not aware, please note that courses to replace it 
in Sept. will be limited and guidance might need to select a course for you based on availability. 
 

Summer School Co-op: 
 
If students are interested in a co-op opportunity this summer, there are various opportunities available to them: 
- SHSM 2 Credit Co-op (Mackenzie Health/Cortellucci Hospital and Scarborough Network) 
-2 credit co-op 
-1 credit co-op 
-1 credit ALEP 
Grade 12 students who could not fit co-op into their regular timetables and require it for graduation will be 
given priority. Check out the flyer attached for details about each opportunity (important dates and deadlines) Our 
Guidance Team is available if students/parents have any questions.  Deadlines are approaching quickly. 
 

Community Hours:  
Attention Grade 12 students, please complete and submit your 40 hours of community service as soon as possible. 
You need these to graduate. Check out the Guidance Google Classroom or Guidance Instagram for volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

https://uscollegeexpo.com/


 

Mental Health Supports: 
If students are in urgent need of mental health support they should come to Guidance to see a counsellor. If they are 
in a severe crisis they should access support by contacting one of the agencies below or should be taken to a local 
emergency room. 
A Guide of Services for Youth in York Region Strive 2023  
Kids Help Phone (text 686868, call 800-668-6868 www.kidshelpphone.ca) 
360 Kids (905-475-6694 www.360kids.ca) 
York Hills (905-503-9560) www.yorkhills.ca) 
Mental Health Crisis (310-COPE, 855-310-2673) 
Suicide Prevention Canada (text 45645, 833-456-4566) 
First Nations and Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line (1-855-242-3310) 
Black Youth Helpline (416-285-9944) 
LGBT YouthLine (text) 647-694-4275 
Trans Lifeline (1-877-330-6366) 

Check us out on Instagram… 
 

                                  stouffvilledss           stouffville_guidance    
 

https://my.yupub.com/?tid=b6c808f2-f774-463c-89cc-17fb999117b2#/page7
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca
http://www.360kids.ca
http://www.yorkhills.ca

	The Week Ahead at a Glance:  
	School Council 
	National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and Orange Shirt Day 
	At the end of September, we recognize National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and Orange Shirt Day. On this date, we commemorate the harm done to Indigenous peoples by the residential school system. We pause to honour the victims and survivors, and we reflect on the Truth and Reconciliation calls to action.  
	  
	Georgina Island First Nation Pow Wow, September 28-29 
	One of the many actions we can take toward truth and reconciliation is attending events such as pow wows. 
	  
	Georgina Island First Nation is our closest Indigenous partner and our partner in education. It is our great honour and privilege to again host the Georgina Island First Nation Pow Wow at Sutton D.H.S on September 28-29.  
	  
	Pow wows are gatherings and celebrations of culture. We were so pleased to see so many staff and families from the school board attending over the past few years. Visitors are welcome to attend and should familiarize themselves with pow wow protocols to ensure you are being respectful. It’s a wonderful opportunity for celebration, learning and developing and enhancing relationships.  
	Parent Teacher Interviews – Oct 24th 6:30-8:30 
	In advance of Parent’s Night, please use the following  link for instructions on how to set up the Parent Portal Teach Assist account. 
	The Government of Canada declared the month of October as Canadian Islamic History Month in 2007. In 2016, Ontario passed the Islamic Heritage Month Act to recognize, celebrate and affirm the significant contributions that Muslims continue to make as part of the vibrant social, economic, political and cultural fabric of this province. 
	This year’s Islamic Heritage Month (IHM) theme is Health and Healing. For more information about IHM’s theme visit: https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/  
	October is Latin American Heritage Month. As proclaimed by the Government of Canada, October is a month to recognize and celebrate the significant contributions of the Latin American community to the social, economic and political fabric of the nation.  
	Latin American heritage and identities are vast, diverse and intersectional. People with Latin heritage and of the diaspora may come from Spain, Mexico, Central and South America, and the Caribbean. 
	In 1992, the Government of Canada proclaimed October as Women’s History Month. This is a month dedicated to honour and recognize girls and women of the past, present and future who work collectively to create inclusive and equitable environments.  
	The theme of Women’s History Month is: Through Her Lens: Celebrating the Diversity of Women. The theme focuses on engaging in the diverse perspectives, experiences and barriers of women from diverse backgrounds and social identities including Indigenous women from 2SLGBTQI+ communities; women with disabilities; and newcomer, racialized, and migrant women. For more information about this month’s theme visit the government website. 
	Parents/guardians received an email from YRDSB Update with important school start-up forms to complete. 
	 It is important that these forms are completed as soon as possible at the start of the school year as they contain important information and permissions.  Please click here for the  forms.  
	Messages from Guidance 
	The Week Ahead at a Glance:  
	 
	 
	Parent Teacher Interviews – Oct 24th 6:30-8:30 
	In advance of Parent’s Night, please use the following  link for instructions on how to set up the Parent Portal Teach Assist account. 
	Student Council is having a Kernel's Popcorn Fundraiser to raise money for semi-formal. For $3.00, students will receive a foil poly bag with approximately 2.5 cups of popcorn (heat sealed for long time freshness - 6-10 weeks).  There are six (6) lightly seasoned flavours.  
	 ●    Buttersalt 
	●    Salt & Vinegar 
	●    White Cheddar 
	●    Dill Pickle 
	●    Ketchup 
	●    Low Fat Caramel 
	You can place an order on School Cash Net.  Popcorn will be distributed on October 31st. 
	The Government of Canada declared the month of October as Canadian Islamic History Month in 2007. In 2016, Ontario passed the Islamic Heritage Month Act to recognize, celebrate and affirm the significant contributions that Muslims continue to make as part of the vibrant social, economic, political and cultural fabric of this province. 
	This year’s Islamic Heritage Month (IHM) theme is Health and Healing. For more information about IHM’s theme visit: https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/  
	October is Latin American Heritage Month. As proclaimed by the Government of Canada, October is a month to recognize and celebrate the significant contributions of the Latin American community to the social, economic and political fabric of the nation.  
	Latin American heritage and identities are vast, diverse and intersectional. People with Latin heritage and of the diaspora may come from Spain, Mexico, Central and South America, and the Caribbean. 
	In 1992, the Government of Canada proclaimed October as Women’s History Month. This is a month dedicated to honour and recognize girls and women of the past, present and future who work collectively to create inclusive and equitable environments.  
	The theme of Women’s History Month is: Through Her Lens: Celebrating the Diversity of Women. The theme focuses on engaging in the diverse perspectives, experiences and barriers of women from diverse backgrounds and social identities including Indigenous women from 2SLGBTQI+ communities; women with disabilities; and newcomer, racialized, and migrant women. For more information about this month’s theme visit the government website. 
	Parents/guardians received an email from YRDSB Update with important school start-up forms to complete. 
	 It is important that these forms are completed as soon as possible at the start of the school year as they contain important information and permissions.  Please click here for the  forms.  
	Messages from Guidance 
	The Week Ahead at a Glance:  
	 
	Important Back-to-School Reminders 
	As we finish the first few weeks of school, we want to share a few important reminders and updates. 
	 
	Contact Information:  We ask families to ensure the school office has the most up-to-date contact information. This is important in case of emergencies and to ensure you receive important school communications. If your contact information has changed, please contact the school office. This includes phone numbers, addresses and email addresses. 
	 
	School Start-Up Forms:  Parents/guardians received an email from YRDSB Update with a link to school start-up forms. These forms must be completed as soon as possible at the start of the school year as they contain information and permissions.  The forms can be found at https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/ . Translated versions are also available. Tips are available on the Board website if you need additional information on how to log in to the Student GAPPS account to complete the forms. Please note: 
	● You must sign in to your child’s student GAPPS account to complete the form. 
	● You must complete a separate form for each child attending school. Please ensure you log out of one student account before logging into another. You will not be able to submit the form twice logged into the same student account. 
	● If you prefer to complete the forms on paper or have questions about the information in the forms, please contact the school office. 
	● Secondary school students can complete the secondary school student form at https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/students . They will also receive the link in their student GAPPS account. Elementary school students do not need to complete these student forms. 
	 
	Board Website:  Helpful information can be found on the YRDSB website at www.yrdsb.ca. A translation tool at the top of each page can translate content into over 80 languages. On the website, you can find information about board programs and student supports, as well as online tools for students, community supports and family resources such as translation information and the Guide to the School Year. 
	Family Dashboard 
	York Region District School Board is looking forward to launching a family portal later this year. The portal will make it easier for you to access information about your child’s education in a secure and accessible way. To access the portal, it will be essential that the school has an updated email address for you. Please contact the school office if you need to update your email address. We look forward to sharing more information about this initiative with you soon. 
	In this first phase, the dashboard will include: 
	●parent/guardian authentication 
	●secure access to report card links   
	●links to useful information for parents/guardians  
	2025 Prime Minister's Awards Guidelines 
	The Prime Minister's Awards for Teaching Excellence:  These awards honour outstanding and innovative elementary and secondary school teachers in all disciplines for their remarkable educational achievements and for their commitment to preparing youth for a digital and innovation‑based economy. 
	The Prime Minister's Awards for Teaching Excellence in STEM:  These awards recognize inspirational Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) teachers at the elementary or secondary school level who keep students engaged in STEM learning and who help develop the culture of innovation that Canada needs today, and in the future. 
	Start the process today by downloading a nomination form.  Nominations for the 2025 Prime Minister's Awards must be submitted to the Prime Minister's Awards office by January 15, 2025 (11:59 PM Pacific standard time).  Here is the full list of eligibility criteria 
	If you have any questions or encounter any issues during the nomination process, please contact the Prime Ministers Awards by: 
	●Email: primeministersawards-prixdupremierministre@ised-isde.gc.ca  
	●Visiting the Contact Us page on our website 
	Parent Teacher Interviews – Oct 24th 6:30-8:30 
	In advance of Parent’s Night, please use the following  link for instructions on how to set up the Parent Portal Teach Assist account. 
	Student Council is having a Kernel's Popcorn Fundraiser to raise money for semi-formal. For $3.00, students will receive a foil poly bag with approximately 2.5 cups of popcorn (heat sealed for long time freshness - 6-10 weeks).  There are six (6) lightly seasoned flavours.  
	 ●    Buttersalt 
	●    Salt & Vinegar 
	●    White Cheddar 
	●    Dill Pickle 
	●    Ketchup 
	●    Low Fat Caramel 
	You can place an order on School Cash Net.  Popcorn will be distributed on October 31st. 
	The Government of Canada declared the month of October as Canadian Islamic History Month in 2007. In 2016, Ontario passed the Islamic Heritage Month Act to recognize, celebrate and affirm the significant contributions that Muslims continue to make as part of the vibrant social, economic, political and cultural fabric of this province. 
	This year’s Islamic Heritage Month (IHM) theme is Health and Healing. For more information about IHM’s theme visit: https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/  
	October is Latin American Heritage Month. As proclaimed by the Government of Canada, October is a month to recognize and celebrate the significant contributions of the Latin American community to the social, economic and political fabric of the nation.  
	Latin American heritage and identities are vast, diverse and intersectional. People with Latin heritage and of the diaspora may come from Spain, Mexico, Central and South America, and the Caribbean. 
	In 1992, the Government of Canada proclaimed October as Women’s History Month. This is a month dedicated to honour and recognize girls and women of the past, present and future who work collectively to create inclusive and equitable environments.  
	The theme of Women’s History Month is: Through Her Lens: Celebrating the Diversity of Women. The theme focuses on engaging in the diverse perspectives, experiences and barriers of women from diverse backgrounds and social identities including Indigenous women from 2SLGBTQI+ communities; women with disabilities; and newcomer, racialized, and migrant women. For more information about this month’s theme visit the government website. 
	Messages from Guidance 
	The Week Ahead at a Glance:  
	Parent Teacher Interviews – Oct 24th 6:30-8:30 
	In advance of Parent’s Night, please use the following  link for instructions on how to set up the Parent Portal Teach Assist account. 
	Semi Formal 
	Our Royal Winter Ball is on November 27th from 5:30pm to 10:00pm at the angus Glen Golf Club.  Tickets can be purchased  on School Cash Online https://schoolcashonline.com/until November 8th for $70.00.  Guest forms for students from other schools are available in the main office. 
	Updates to Student Use of Personal Mobile Devices in Schools 
	New Practices at School  

	 
	“Take Our Kids to Work” (TOKW) is an initiative that provides Grade 9 students with the opportunity to OBSERVE a work environment for one day. This program will support students to begin planning their future career path by helping them better understand the world of work.  
	 
	On Wednesday November 6, 2024, Grade 9 students will have an opportunity to spend the day at a workplace of a parent/guardian, relative or family friend. There will be no formal instruction/lessons for Grade 9 students on November 6th.  Grade 9 students have the choice of attending a workplace to observe, or stay home and complete activities linked below. 
	 
	Parents/guardians are asked to go to School Cash Online to check-off the option that reflects the plans for their Grade 9 child/ward on "Take Our Kids to Work Day" 
	     
	For students who cannot find a job shadow placement there is an asynchronous career exploration activity to be completed at home. Students/families must register for these online activities at https://studentscommission.ca/events/tokw2024/.  All grade 9 students will receive an email in their GAPPS account with the required work to complete for November 6. 
	Parents/guardians are asked to complete this form on School Cash Online https://schoolcashonline.com/  by Friday October 25, 2024 . 
	Family Dashboard  
	We are pleased to introduce the YRDSB family portal called the Family Dashboard. The dashboard will give you secure one-stop access to information and applications related to your child’s education. It is designed to make it easier for families to engage with their child’s education.  
	In this first phase, the dashboard will include secure access to report cards and links to useful information for parents/guardians.   
	By the end of October, you will receive an email from YRDSB Update inviting you to register for the dashboard. Please ensure your school office has your up-to-date email address to ensure you receive the invitation. We also encourage parents/guardians to have individual email addresses to access the Family Dashboard, rather than one shared email address.   
	Please note, you can still request a printed copy of your child’s report card if you prefer by contacting your child’s school.  
	For additional support and frequently asked questions, please visit the Board website.  We will continue to update information on this page.  A temporary call centre will be available to support families in setting up their accounts.  
	Understanding and Navigating the Education System-Families of YRDSB Black Students Monthly Information Session 
	Important Back-to-School Reminders 
	As we finish the first few weeks of school, we want to share a few important reminders and updates. 
	 
	Contact Information:  We ask families to ensure the school office has the most up-to-date contact information. This is important in case of emergencies and to ensure you receive important school communications. If your contact information has changed, please contact the school office. This includes phone numbers, addresses and email addresses. 
	 
	School Start-Up Forms:  Parents/guardians received an email from YRDSB Update with a link to school start-up forms. These forms must be completed as soon as possible at the start of the school year as they contain information and permissions.  The forms can be found at https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/ . Translated versions are also available. Tips are available on the Board website if you need additional information on how to log in to the Student GAPPS account to complete the forms. Please note: 
	● You must sign in to your child’s student GAPPS account to complete the form. 
	● You must complete a separate form for each child attending school. Please ensure you log out of one student account before logging into another. You will not be able to submit the form twice logged into the same student account. 
	● If you prefer to complete the forms on paper or have questions about the information in the forms, please contact the school office. 
	● Secondary school students can complete the secondary school student form at https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/students . They will also receive the link in their student GAPPS account. Elementary school students do not need to complete these student forms. 
	 
	Board Website:  Helpful information can be found on the YRDSB website at www.yrdsb.ca. A translation tool at the top of each page can translate content into over 80 languages. On the website, you can find information about board programs and student supports, as well as online tools for students, community supports and family resources such as translation information and the Guide to the School Year. 
	2025 Prime Minister's Awards Guidelines 
	The Prime Minister's Awards for Teaching Excellence:  These awards honour outstanding and innovative elementary and secondary school teachers in all disciplines for their remarkable educational achievements and for their commitment to preparing youth for a digital and innovation‑based economy. 
	The Prime Minister's Awards for Teaching Excellence in STEM:  These awards recognize inspirational Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) teachers at the elementary or secondary school level who keep students engaged in STEM learning and who help develop the culture of innovation that Canada needs today, and in the future. 
	Start the process today by downloading a nomination form.  Nominations for the 2025 Prime Minister's Awards must be submitted to the Prime Minister's Awards office by January 15, 2025 (11:59 PM Pacific standard time).  Here is the full list of eligibility criteria 
	If you have any questions or encounter any issues during the nomination process, please contact the Prime Ministers Awards by: 
	●Email: primeministersawards-prixdupremierministre@ised-isde.gc.ca  
	●Visiting the Contact Us page on our website 
	The Government of Canada declared the month of October as Canadian Islamic History Month in 2007. In 2016, Ontario passed the Islamic Heritage Month Act to recognize, celebrate and affirm the significant contributions that Muslims continue to make as part of the vibrant social, economic, political and cultural fabric of this province. 
	This year’s Islamic Heritage Month (IHM) theme is Health and Healing. For more information about IHM’s theme visit: https://www.islamichistorymonth.ca/  
	October is Latin American Heritage Month. As proclaimed by the Government of Canada, October is a month to recognize and celebrate the significant contributions of the Latin American community to the social, economic and political fabric of the nation.  
	Latin American heritage and identities are vast, diverse and intersectional. People with Latin heritage and of the diaspora may come from Spain, Mexico, Central and South America, and the Caribbean. 
	In 1992, the Government of Canada proclaimed October as Women’s History Month. This is a month dedicated to honour and recognize girls and women of the past, present and future who work collectively to create inclusive and equitable environments.  
	The theme of Women’s History Month is: Through Her Lens: Celebrating the Diversity of Women. The theme focuses on engaging in the diverse perspectives, experiences and barriers of women from diverse backgrounds and social identities including Indigenous women from 2SLGBTQI+ communities; women with disabilities; and newcomer, racialized, and migrant women. For more information about this month’s theme visit the government website. 
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	The Week Ahead at a Glance:  
	Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) 
	Updates to Student Use of Personal Mobile Devices in Schools 
	New Practices at School  

	 
	“Take Our Kids to Work” (TOKW) is an initiative that provides Grade 9 students with the opportunity to OBSERVE a work environment for one day. This program will support students to begin planning their future career path by helping them better understand the world of work.  
	 
	On Wednesday November 6, 2024, Grade 9 students will have an opportunity to spend the day at a workplace of a parent/guardian, relative or family friend. There will be no formal instruction/lessons for Grade 9 students on November 6th.  Grade 9 students have the choice of attending a workplace to observe, or stay home and complete activities linked below. 
	 
	Parents/guardians are asked to go to School Cash Online to check-off the option that reflects the plans for their Grade 9 child/ward on "Take Our Kids to Work Day" 
	     
	For students who cannot find a job shadow placement there is an asynchronous career exploration activity to be completed at home. Students/families must register for these online activities at https://studentscommission.ca/events/tokw2024/.  All grade 9 students will receive an email in their GAPPS account with the required work to complete for November 6. 
	Parents/guardians are asked to complete this form on School Cash Online https://schoolcashonline.com/  by Friday October 25, 2024 . 
	 
	Hindu Heritage Month 
	On December 8, 2016, the province of Ontario designated November as Hindu Heritage Month as outlined in the Hindu Heritage Month Act. November 2022 marked Canada’s first official Hindu Heritage month. During this month, YRDSB recognizes and celebrates the past, present and future contributions and inspirational impact of Hindu Canadians in our communities.  
	Hinduism is considered by some as one of the world’s oldest religions, dating back over 10,000 years. With over 900 million followers worldwide, Hinduism is the third-largest religion. Hinduism is a henotheistic religion that worships one God while acknowledging the existence of other gods. Some of these deities include Brahma, Shiva, Paarvathi, Lakshmi, Ganesha, Muruga, Kaali, and Vishnu, along with others. Hinduism consists of many traditions and festivities that are celebrated throughout the year. Diwali, Navaratri, and Ganesh Chaturthi are some celebrations in which Hindus participate in Ontario, Canada, and around the world. For Hindu Canadians, faith-based practices vary across communities, cultures and generations of people. 
	Albanian Heritage Month 
	November is Albanian Heritage Month as proclaimed by the Ontario government in 2015. Albania is situated in eastern Europe, and the main language spoken is Albanian. The majority of Albanians identify as Muslim followed by Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic. There are approximately 29000 Canadians with Albanian ethnicities. The month of November is significant to people of Albanian origin as it commemorates the Albanian Declaration of Independence which took place on November 28, 1912. Albania also recognizes Liberation Day, a day that Albania was liberated from Nazi Germany forces after the Albanian resistance on November 29, 1944. 
	The proclamation of November as Albanian Heritage Month recognizes the diverse ways in which Albanian Canadians have contributed to the intricate social and cultural makeup of Ontario. It is a month to celebrate Albanian identity and acknowledge the histories and lived experiences of Albanian Canadians.  
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	Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) - Wednesday, November 20th and Thursday, November 21st at 9:20 am 
	Jewish and Israel Education Conferences with UJA Israel Engagement 
	Hindu Heritage Month 
	On December 8, 2016, the province of Ontario designated November as Hindu Heritage Month as outlined in the Hindu Heritage Month Act. November 2022 marked Canada’s first official Hindu Heritage month. During this month, YRDSB recognizes and celebrates the past, present and future contributions and inspirational impact of Hindu Canadians in our communities.  
	Hinduism is considered by some as one of the world’s oldest religions, dating back over 10,000 years. With over 900 million followers worldwide, Hinduism is the third-largest religion. Hinduism is a henotheistic religion that worships one God while acknowledging the existence of other gods. Some of these deities include Brahma, Shiva, Paarvathi, Lakshmi, Ganesha, Muruga, Kaali, and Vishnu, along with others. Hinduism consists of many traditions and festivities that are celebrated throughout the year. Diwali, Navaratri, and Ganesh Chaturthi are some celebrations in which Hindus participate in Ontario, Canada, and around the world. For Hindu Canadians, faith-based practices vary across communities, cultures and generations of people. 
	Albanian Heritage Month 
	November is Albanian Heritage Month as proclaimed by the Ontario government in 2015. Albania is situated in eastern Europe, and the main language spoken is Albanian. The majority of Albanians identify as Muslim followed by Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic. There are approximately 29000 Canadians with Albanian ethnicities. The month of November is significant to people of Albanian origin as it commemorates the Albanian Declaration of Independence which took place on November 28, 1912. Albania also recognizes Liberation Day, a day that Albania was liberated from Nazi Germany forces after the Albanian resistance on November 29, 1944. 
	The proclamation of November as Albanian Heritage Month recognizes the diverse ways in which Albanian Canadians have contributed to the intricate social and cultural makeup of Ontario. It is a month to celebrate Albanian identity and acknowledge the histories and lived experiences of Albanian Canadians.  
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	Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) - Wednesday, November 20th and Thursday, November 21st at 9:20 am 
	Gurpurab and Langar Celebration: An Evening of Learning and Langar 
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	Student Trustee Applications Open 
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	Undergraduate Scholarships - Horatio Alger Canada 
	Grade 8 Open House 
	Stouffville is Going 1:1 
	Student Trustee Applications Open 
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	Stouffville is Going 1:1 
	Student Trustee Applications Open 
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	Report Cards and Family Dashboard 
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	Student Trustee Elections 
	Jewish family and Child Service Workshop 
	Those interested are invited to Join the Roots, Rauch and Resilience Group Workshop hosted by Jewish Family and Child Service for a 4-week group workshop starting on March 4, 2025 for students in Grades 6-8. Dinner will be served.  
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	The Week Ahead at a Glance:  
	New Attendance Management Procedure 
	 
	Discover Europe in March of 2026!  

	Parent Teacher Interviews – April 3rd 6:30-8:30 
	In advance of Parent’s Night, please check the following link for information.  In order to access the link above, please login to your students gapps account. 
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